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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
PERIODIC REVIEW SE~ET AAIAT 

2521 SOlJTH CI.ARK STREET. SUrTE 8.-2 
AAUNGTON, VA22202 

MEMORANDUM FOR Periodic Review Board 

FROM : resentatives 
and t.IJaj 

16 JAN 2014 

SUBJECT : Witness Statement Posted on PRS Website ICO ISN 037 

1 . We have advised detainee Abdel Malik ... Al Rahabi , Private 
CoLnsel David Remes , and Witnesses Saifullah Paracha (ISN 1094) , 
Ahmed Abdul Wahab (Mr . Rahabi ' s father) , Ezzia Ali (Mr . Rahabi ' s 
mother) , Haleema Mohammed Said (Mr . Rahabi ' s wife) , Aisha (Mr . 
Ratabi ' s daughter) , and Sadeq Mohammad Said Ismail (Mr . Rahabi ' s 
brother-in-law) , that their statements may be posted on the 
public Periodic Review Secretariat website , subject to any U. S . 
Government clearance procedu~es . 

2 . Detainee Abdel Malik ... Al Rahabi , Private Counsel David 
Remes , and Witnesses Saifullah Paracha (ISN 1094) , Ahmed Abdul 
Watab (Mr . Rahabi ' s father) , Ezzia Ali (Mr . Rahabi ' s mother) , 
Haleema Mohammed Said (Mr . Rahabi ' s wife) , Aisha (Mr . Rahabi ' s 
daLghter) , and Sadeq Mohammad Said Ismail (Mr . Rahabi ' s brother
in- law) have agreed to permit the posting of their complete 
statement on the PRS public website . 

3 . Please contact us if the~e are any questions regarding this 
memorandum. 

1/17/2014 

PR Form 26, Ver 3 DID 7 Jan 2014 
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Oral Statemen t of Abdel Malik Ahmed Abdel Wahab AI Raha bi, I SN 37 

Periodic Review Board 
January 28, 2014 

My name is Abdel Malik AhmedAbdel Wahab AI Rahabi, ISN 37. I am from lbb, 

Yemen. I am 34 years old. 

My family and I deeply thank the Board for taking a new look at my case. I feel hope and 

trust in this system. It is hard to keep up hope for the future after twelve years, but what you are 

doing gives me new hope. 1 also thank my Personal Representatives and my Private Counsel. 

I will summarize my written statement since it has already been submitted to the board. 

I have been compliant. The camp authorities and the other detainees trust me. I have 

taken the opportunities here for education and personal growth. I have been preparing myself for 

life after Guantanamo. 

When I return to Yemen, I want to resume my education. My father, who is a tailor, has a 

job for me in his shop. I have a wife who longs for me. and a thirteen-year-old daughter who 

bad I needs me. She is the light of my life. 

Being apart from Aisha has been the hardest part of my detention. On our calls, she says, 

"I want you to take me to the park." "I want you to help me with my homework. , She sends me 

five or six letters at a time. 

I will never again leave Aisha without her father my wife without her husband or my 

parents without their son. I want to make up for the twelve years I've been away. 
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Wiitten Statement of Abdel Malik Ahmed Abdel Wahab AI Rababi, ISN 37 

Peiiodic Review Board 
January 28, 2014 

My name is Abdel Malik Ahmed Abdel Wahab A1 Rahabi, ISN 37. I am from Ibb, 

Yemen. I am 34 years old. 

My family and I deeply thank the Board for taking a new look at my case. I feel hope and 

trust in this system. It is hard to keep up hope for the future after twelve years, but what you are 

doing gives me new hope. I also thank my Personal Representatives and my Private Counsel. 

Let me summarize, I have been compliant. The can1p authorities and the other detainees 

trust me. I have pursued the opportunities here for personal growth and I have been preparing 

myself for life after Guantanamo. When I return to Yemen, I want to resume my education at 

university. My father, who is a tailor, has a job waiting forme in his shop. I have a young wife 

who loves for me, and a thirteen-year-old daughter who badly needs me. I haven't seen her since 

she was an infant. 

Now I wi 11 talk about these matters in detail. 

As 1 said, the camp authorities trust me. Before 2009, most detainees were locked in 

single cells. We were not allowed to mingle except during recreation. In 2009, the authorities 

began moving detainees into communal cell blocks. I was one of the first they moved. At first, 

the arrangement was only partly communal. But the authorities were pleased and moved us to 

full communal living. 1 was again one of the first they moved. I am held in a cellblock for the 

most compliant and cooperative detainees, and I enjoy privileges that most other detainees do not 

have. 

During the hw1ger strike last year, the authorities moved the hunger strikers back to 

locked cells. I was one of the bLmger strikers. I was even fed through a tube in my nose. For me, 
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it was a peaceful protest. I did not resist or make problems. I stopped when I became convinced 

that this process gave me a chance to go home at last. 

When I ended my hunger strike, they returned me to the privileged block, and my 

blockrnates elected me block leader. I used to say no when I was asked to be a block leader, but 

after the hunger strike was over, there were still a lot of tensions between the authorities and the 

detainees, and I decided that if I was a block leader, I could do something to make the situation 

better for everyone. I worked on this directly with the authorities. I meet often with them and 

write to them to make suggestions. 

In the years before the hunger strike, the authorities provided classes for the detainees. 

Some of the classes prepared us for life after Guantanamo. I took up English and business classes 

with Saifullah Paracha. Other classes gave us the chance to grow as people. I developed a love 

for watercolors. I have spent countless hours drawing landscapes and other scenes. I also made 

cabinets with materials provided by our teacher and the authorities. Unfortunately, the authorities 

cancelled all classes during the hunger strike and have not resumed them. I miss being able to 

learn and to express myself creatively. 

In 2012, several of us wrote a business plan for an agricultural enterprise. I am one of the 

principal authors ofthat plan. It is 72 pages in English. We named the enterprise "Yemen Milk & 

Honey F anns Limited." We decided to put our enterprise in the AI Hudaydah Province, by the 

Red Sea, where the soil is rich, the farmland is well-irrigated and the weather is fair. As you can 

see, the plan itself is "milk and honey. " We knew that it was too ambitious to be realized in the 

short term. But we wanted to show to the world that we are educated and, by giving this 

exan1ple, show that we are serious about being of service when we get home. We also wanted to 
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show that we understand the need to put former detainees on a path to economic independence 

after a long detention. 

I see a path for myself when I go home. I will resume my education at university and use 

my education to teach. My father, who is a tailor, has a job for me in his shop. 

lam married and my parents are alive. My daughter Aisha, who was an infant when I 

last saw her, is about to enter adolescence, when strong parents are most needed. I received the 

frrst pictures of her in 2002. It was very hard to watch my daughter grow up through pictures. 

My daughter didn't see me at all until a few years ago, except in old photos from before she was 

hom. She finally saw me when she was eight years old, when the authorities began to allow 

family Skype calls. These calls are heartbreaking for everyone. We have only one hour calls 

every two months, and we have a very large family. Over three dozen relatives make the long 

drive from Ibb to Sana' a or Taiz for every call. We barely have enough time to exchange 

greetings. 

Being away from Aisha all these years has been the hardest part of my detention. On our 

calls, she says, "I want you to take me to the park." "I want you to help me with my homework. '' 

She sends me .five or six letters at a time. They are so detailed and colorful. I can see her grow in 

my mind's eye, but that is not enough. 

When I go back to Yemen, I will never again leave my wife without her husband again, 

or my parents without their son. I will never again leave Aisha without her father. I know and 

feel their suffering. I want to make up for the twelve years I've been away. 
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INTERVIEW WITH PRB W ITNESS AHMED ABDUL WAHAB [Abdalmalik's Father] 

Interview with witness Ahmed Abdul Wahab, father of GTMO detainee Abdalmalik Abdelwahab a/ 

Rahabi {ISN 37), by the lawyer David Remes on January 14, 2014. The interview was conducted via 

telephone and recorded on camera. 

Remes: We are conducting this interview for the Board's review of Abdalmalik's case. We have a few 

questions for you about your son. First, how was Abdalmalik? 

Ahmed: When he was a kid, he was the best one. 

Remes: What kind of things did he do when he was a kid? 

Ahmed: He studied for school and liked to read and play soccer. He even did karate. 

Remes: Do you have any stories to tell us about Abdalmalik? 

Ahmed: I remember that he would always sit and stay with children, telling them stories and playing 

soccer with them. 

Remes: What kind of work did Abdalmalik do? What was his job? 

Ahmed: He worked with me in my tailoring business. 

Remes: When Abdalmalik returns, how will he live? Will you be able to give him a job? 

Ahmed: God willing, he will work with me in my tailoring shop. Right now I am working on my own, so 

he will help me. 

Remes: Do you think he will continue his education? 

Ahmed: He will also pursue his education, God will ing, by attending the university. We miss him and 

hopefully he will return soon. 

Remes: Where is he going to live when he returns? 

Ahmed: He will live along with us. 

Remes: Along with you, in the same house? 

Ahmed: Yes, indeed. He will be living with his brothers and sisters. 
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Remes: So they live with you in the same house? 

Ahmed: I live here with Abdalmalik's brothers and sisters. 

Remes: Is there anything that you would like to tell the Board? 

Ahmed: We would like to thank them and let them know that we want to help them and cooperate 

with them. We would like to thank the attorneys as well. 

Remes: Do I have your permission for the Committee to put your statement on its public website, 

without holding anything back? 

Ahmed: Yes. No problem. 
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INTERVIEW WITH PRB WITNESSAYESHAABDALMALIK ABDELWAHAB [Abdalmalik's Daughter] 

Interview with witness Ayesha Abdalmalik Abdelwahab, daughter of GTMO detainee Abdalmalik 

Abdelwahab a/ Rahabi {ISN 37), by the lawyer David Remes on January 14, 2014. The interview was 

conducted via telephone and recorded on camera. 

Remes: How are you doing, Ayesha? 

Ayesha: Good. 

Remes: I remember the last interview we conducted with you. We took pictures and we heard you 

recite a poem and sign a song for your father. What do you do now, Ayesha? 

Ayesha: I study in school and I am learning the Quran. 

Remes: What subjects are you studying? 

Ayesha: Right now I am studying the Quran, Islamic studies, reading, English, science, and social studies. 

Remes: Are you studying English? 

Ayesha : Yes. 

Remes: The letters you sent in English to your father were very well written - your Engl ish is very good. 

What kind of activities do you outside of school? 

Ayesha: I study; I do homework. 

Remes: When you talk to your father on the phone, what do you talk about? Do you talk about school? 

Ayesha: We talk about my education, about Quran memorization, and about the things I do. 

Remes: What are you going to do when your father comes back? 

Ayesha: Obviously, I will be happy. He will take me to the park. 

Remes: Do you recall the poem you recited last time? The poem or the song? Do you remember it? 

Ayesha: {Shakes head to say no.} 
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Remes: Do you feel like saying something to the Committee? Go ahead and say anything you feel like 

saying. 

Ayesha: I want my father. I want to live with him and play with him, just like the other fathers play with 

their children. I want him to come and visit me in my school and take me to the park. I want him to 

wake me up in the morning and if I am sick, I want him to take care of me and provide me with whatever 

I need. 

* * 

{After the mother of Ayesha is interviewed, Ayesha wants to say something more.] 

Ayesha: I want to send my father a kiss on his head. Please send my father a kiss on his head. 
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INTERVIEW WITH PRB WITNESS EZZIAAU KASSEM [Abdalmalik's Mother] 

Interview with witness Ezzia Ali Kassem, mother of GTMO detainee Abdalmalik Abdulwahab a/ Rahabi 

{ISN 37), by the lawyer David Remes on January 14, 2014. The interview was conducted via telephone 

and recorded on camera. 

Remes: Good afternoon. How are you? How is your health? I have very few questions for you but they 

are important. When Abdalmalik comes back, how will you take care of him? How will the family take 

care of him? 

Ezzia: I will help him with my spirit, with my life, with my heart, with everything. 

Remes: What kind ofperson is your son? 

Ezzia: Abdalmalik is a well-mannered person. He was kind to his family, to his friends, and I'm waiting 

for his return. 

Remes: When he returns, is he going to stay in the house? 

Ezzia: God willing. 

Remes: Do you think he'll stay at home with his family when he comes back? Or will he go off 

somewhere else? 

Ezzia: He will stay with his family in our house. I would not let him go; he has been away for a long 

time. 

Remes: What is your name? 

Ezzia: My name is Ezzia Ali Kassem. 

Remes: Do I have your permission for the Committee to put your statement on its public website, 

without holding anything back? 

Ezzia: That is fine, as long as it is for Abdalmalik's sake. 

Remes: Is there anything you would like to say to the Committee? 

Ezzia: What I want to say is, I want my son. He is the oldest one; he is the provider. His daughter is 

sitting here waiting for him, and she wants her father. I want to see him before I die. You know our 

lives are in the hands of God. We do not know how long we are going to stay on earth. His 

grandmother died one month ago. Please don't deprive me of seeing his face. It has been twelve years 

now. I don't even have an appetite anymore; I just cook the food. I want to see my son before I die. 
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INTERVIEW WITH PRB WITNESS HAlEEMA MOHAMMED SAID [Abdalmalik's Wife] 

Interview with witness Haleema Mohammed Said, wife of GTMO detainee Abdalmalik Abdelwahab a/ 

Rahabi (JSN 37), by the lawyer David Remes on January 14, 2014. The interview was conducted via 

telephone and recorded on camera. 

Remes: It is a pleasure to meet you. I've heard a lot about you over the many years that I've known 

Abdalmalik. I have some very simple questions, really one simple question for you. What are your 

dreams for the future when Abdalmalik comes home? 

Haleema: God willing, we will celebrate being together in our family. 

Remes: Will you stay in lbb? 

Haleema: God will ing. 

Remes: Would you like to say anything to the members of the Board who are going to review 

Abdalmalik's case? 

Haleema: I want my husband. 

Remes: Who helped you raise Ayesha? Who helped you when she was a child? 

Haleema: Her uncles and her relatives have helped. 

Abdalmalik's Mother Ezzia : She raised her on her own. She took the main role in raising Ayesha. Do 

you know a mother's heart? 

Remes: Did you have to work? 

Haleema: {Shakes head to say no.} 

Abdalmalik's Mother Ezzia: She didn't work, even though she needed to work. 

Remes: I am meeting with Abdalmalik tomorrow and maybe Thursday. What would you like me to tell 

him? 

Haleema: Convey to him our greetings and tell him "God willing we will reunite soon." 

Remes: Do I have your permission for the Committee to put your statement on its public website, 

without holding anything back? 

Haleema: Anything for Abdalmalik. 
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INTERVIEW WITH PRB WITNESS SADEQ MOHAMMED SAID ISMAEL [Abdalmalik's Brother-in-Law] 

Interview with witness Sadeq Mohammad Said lsmael, former GTMO detainee and brother-in-law of 

Abdalmalik Abdelwahab a/ Rahabi (ISN 37}, by the lawyer David Remes on January 14, 2014. The 

interview was conducted via telephone and recorded on camera. 

Remes: Hello Sadeq, my friend. It was good to see you when I was in Yemen. I wanted to speak to you 

because you were at Guantanamo for five years and then you came home. I would like to ask you about 

your life since you have returned home. Could you please tell the Board in simple words how you are 

doing now and what you are doing? 

Sadeg: Now, praise God, I was released from jail with the help of almighty God, and now I am married, 

and I have three children now. And I am leading a very normal life. My life is easy as can be. And I'm 

asking almighty God to have my brother Abdal released. And God willing we will live together. 

Remes: Tell me about your family. 

Sadeg: Praise God, I have three children. Three young children. 

Remes: Are they boys or girls? 

Sadeg: A girl and two boys. 

Remes: How old are they? 

Sadeg: My daughter is three and a half years old, my oldest son is one year and eight months old, and 

my youngest son is five months old. 

Remes: You were 19 when you were captured in 2001 and now you are 31. Is that accurate? 

Sadeq: Yes. 

Remes: Are you the same person at the age of 31 that you were when you were at the age of 19? 

Sadeg: No, I have changed a lot. My family life and my social life have changed, and also the way I dea l 

with people. 

Remes: Has AI-Qaeda or another terrorist group come to you and asked you to join them? [Translated 

into Arabic as: "Do you still do the same activities you did before?"] 

Sadeg: [Shakes head to say no.] I am done with all of this now. 
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Remes: If they were to approach you, would you go with them? 

Sadeg: [Shakes head to say no.} 

Remes: Do you have a job? What do you do to support yourself and your family? 

Sadeg: I am a freelancer. I also work as a plumber. 

Remes: When you say freelancer, what do you mean by that? 

Sadeg: I work in the field of reinforced concrete, in construction. 

Remes: Are the people you work with concerned about the fact that you spent time in Guantanamo? 

Sadeg: No. 

Remes: Do they sympathize with you? 

Sadeg: Yes. 

Remes: Did you forget about Guantanamo now? Are you over with it and have forgotten about it? 

Sadeg: By God, I forgot it as far as I am concerned, but I didn't forget it as far as my brothers who are 

still there. 

Remes: What would you like to tell the Board, and what would you like to tell Abdalmalik? 

Sadeg: As far the Board is concerned, I hope they will release Abdalmalik. And I would like to convey 

my very warm greetings to my brother. I am asking God the almighty to have him released very soon. 

Remes: Will you help Abdalmalik if he is released? 

Sadeg: Certainly. 

Remes: You are going to live together? 

Sadeg: God willing, we will live together, 

Remes: There won't be any problem for you to live together? 

Sadeg: No problem. There won't be any problems. 
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English Tt·anslation 
Fro1n Aisha 
To my beloved Father 
I love you 

appy Ra1nadan and Best wishes 
or the feast of Sacrifice 
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English Translation 
Best wishes for the BID 
From your daughter Aisha 
who 1nisses vou 
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~ ~~English Translation ~~=:gem; May ~od r~leases you from your capt~vity 
· Consider this as srn all token of appreciation from your 

daughter Ayush(Nickname for Aisha) AlKhayr 
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Englisb Translation 
A poet once said: 
""Who he knew of you, and then forgot of you, 

he never lived 
Although time have added heavy weight on us 
But God my father will protect you 
Hit the head 

and I111end you my hands to your eyes 
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English Translation 
.. Abd AI Malik 
The first thing that -vvas created b)' 

God is the pencil 
Life has taught me that S1nile and 
Optimism are your cross road to the 

hearts of other people 
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English Translation 
I love you my beloved father 
- AbuAiyush 

£UJZ -11'11'19 
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English Translation 
I miss you my Dear Father 
I love you Dad 
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English Translation 
Abbud 1ny beloved 
I love you for ever 
The lovely Urn A;rush (Aisha's 111 other) 

bu Ayush (Aisha's father) 

.Si11tattJr: . • t..a..Y! 
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In the name of God I he lll\.l~t l'llcrcilltl 

u on vour " .. "'"'"'~· 

u. 

1'ou don't.kHI.>\'V :lww i1JUch [miss vou my dear father 

Jd now let nie send you (1 beautiful poem: 
~11 ft·om Ute dear ones is warmth. 

nt a ntessagc is curh ._ 

\N1Ien. you ru·e further afar 
111e henri become ti~ht and ach ... .., 
A.nd I feel Jike 1 '-'lJftocatcd 
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The addressee is my ------------i 

English Translation 

My dear father 
Today is the day for the telephone call, I feel very 
happy when 1 talk to you. but l will be happier when 
you come back. 1 want to let you know that my 
grandn1other Fatimah and my grandfather Yusuf 
send their best regards. Daddy, I want to infonn you 
that 1 successfully passed my school year and I was 
prmnoted to the sixth grade. Just 1 want to let you 
know that I was the first of my class, and I was 
transferred to ~'AI Nukhbah"' private school with 
Muhammad and Safa'. Muhan1n1ad was the third of 
his class, but l was the first, however Safa' was not 
runongst the top of the class. Today we had a party, 
and your phone call, the party was wonderful, and 1 
sang with the rest of the students. Today 1 will recite 
the holy Quran, and you too daddy you must recite 
the Quran. 

Your daughter 
A ish a 
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English Translation 
In the name of God the most merciful and the most beneficent 
Glory and praise to Allah, most high~ full of race and mercy. \ 
Peace be upon Him and upon Muhanunad Bin Abdullah, the 
most sincere and most beneficent. 
My Dear Father, 
How are you daddy, and how is your health and what's the 
situation by you. Ifyou ask me how I am doing, I '-"'ill tell you 
that I am in the best of health, I am currently enrolled in "Al 
Nukhbah" private school. I just fmished my final test and I am 
waiting the results. Daddy, as you know I would like to 
continue my education in my private school, but my mother 
said we cannot afford it anymore, because private school 
requires tuition fees. But thanks God Uncle Rashad took care 
of the situation and paid the school tuition fees. He is a very 
pious, generous man may God revvard him with his blessings . 
My beloved father, you don't know how much I miss you and 
how much I want to talk and chat with you. I love you daddy , 
God willing when they release you and you come home, you 
can teach me the English language. I swear by the Quran the 
English language is very difficult for me. God willing when 
you leave this place, and you come home, you can teach me the 
English language and the holy Quran. I hope you will call us 
soon, on Skype, audio~picture so that I can see you and talk to 
you. J\lly very dear and patient father I do not want to let go of 
you, I do not want to leave you even for one day, but what can 
we do, this is the will of God. God willing we will meet very 
soon, I will never forget you even for one minute. 
Your daughter 
A ish a 
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ogli ·h Tran ·Jation ( ward) 

The Y en1en Republi 
i nlstry of ucnlion 

he OfFce of lbb GoyenlOrate 
AI N uldtball School 

I11 the name of God H1e most merciful 

chieY ment ,·vard 

1- ul·hbat pli'\'a1e school a d its directorat congratulate tbe student 
Aisha Abd AI Malil AQbd A1 Wahab Ahmad Al Rahabi. or her 

uccessfi.t achievement m becoming 1l1e ltrst of her class. 
While proyiding her whh this ccrt'ficate \Ye' , · sb her 110r ad 'ancement 

and SLLcce s in lu:;r future. 

igned by; 
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ogli ll ran · ation ( · port Card) 

1 e · emen Republic 
AI Nuld1ba chool Minislrv of Education .. 
The fi'ice of Ibb Go ·en1orate 

I ahar Office 

o the guardian of lbe student isha bd AI ialik bd Al Wnhab 
Ahmed Al Rahabi 
Passed ilh a 97.6 Qlo 

Fimd re ult for the ch ol year 
2010-2011 

!inbjt-t[ Q!Jlnll htaruk A1 1lt.lt Socilll Hug Sd~l~t.e \111111 t.umpnte~ 
Stwh laU"UJU!r SUlllY 

Total 1_9 19 17 19 20 20 19 19 
To1al 30 30 r 30 30 30 28 30 

To1al 20. 18 19 20 l O 20 19 19 
Iota! 28 30 29 j() .30 30 29 30 

Crand 97 97 9U 99 100 100 9.5 98 
T·niuJ 

Signed 

By lhe Co11tro l OffLce 

Arl 
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EXPERT TESTIMONY OF GREGORY D. JOHNSEN 

My name i Gregory D. John en.1 I am the author of The Last Refuge: Yemen, al-

Qaeda, and America's War in Arabia (W.W. No1ton 2012), which chrut the ri e, fall, 

and resuJTection of al-Qaeda in Yemen over the Ia t thirty year .2 I al o write the Yemen 

blog Waq al-waq3 and eminent journal have publi hed my analyse 4 including US 

policy in Yemen.5 I have also testified before the Senate a an expert on the country.6 I 

have held multiple fellowships from the American In titute for Yemeni Studie advi ed 

and consulted for governmental and non-governmental organizations on Yemen, am 

often cited in news reports on Yemen, and have apperu·ed on CNN, the PBS Newshour 

NPR, Aljazeera Engli h BBC, among other public affair program . I hold an M.A. in 

Neru· Ea tern Studie from the Univer ity of Arizona and am a Ph.D. candidate in ear 

Ea tern Studie at Princeton University. 

1 fir t came across the name Ra had Muhammad Said I mail a few yeru· after 

September 11 when I was doing re earch in Yemen for my Ph.D. di e1tation and an 

eventual book on al-Qaeda in the country. 

Ra had spent time in Afghanistan in the 1990 . He ha since attempted to parlay 

hi time in Afghanistan into a cru·eer. This ha taken many form . During the Yemen 

1 http: I lbiethink.comlusers lereeorvjohnsen. 
2 http://books.wwnorton.comlbooksiThe-Last-Refuge I . 
3 http://bigthink.com/blogslwag-al -wag. 
4 

http://www.foreignpolicy.comlarticlesl20131081061how we lost yemen a 
l gaeda: http://www.cfr.org/yemen/resetting-us-policy-toward-yemen/p26026: 
http:llwww.ctc.usma.edulpostsla-profile-of-agaps-upper-echelon. 

5 http: I lwww.nm.org/templates lstory/stor:y.php?stor:yld=186662 7 43, 
http:llbigthink.comluserslgregoryjohnsen. 

6 

http:llwww.foreign.senate.govlimolmedialdocl!ohnsenTestimony100120a 
1.pdf. 
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government' attempt to re-educate I Iamie militants under Hamud al-Hitar, a local 

judge, Rashad tried to inse1t himself into the process on the govemment ide, apparently 

in an attempt to make some money. He ha also formed his own political party, although 

it impact i negligible. 

Ra had is al o a favorite for local and we temjoumalist looking for a coiOJful 

quote. He has claimed that he wa one of the broker for 0 ama bin Laden and that he 

ultimately helped eal the deal to bring bin Laden 's fifth and final wife from Yemen to 

Afghani tan in 2000. The accuracy of the t01y, however is questionable. 

Although it is of course impossible to predict with any degree of accuracy a 

person's future trajectory, nothing I have seen or heard about Ra ·had uggest that he is 

about to take up arm as a militant I lamist, whether with al-Qaeda or any other group, or 

to recruit others to join violent jihad. Moreover, had Ra had desired to join al-Qaeda after 

September J 1 he could have ea ily done so by now, everal times over in fact. In tead, 

Ra had has taken a different route ba ically acting a a elf-promoter and one who seeks 

to making a living in the po t-Septernber 11 world by exploiting hi time in Afghani tan 

in the 1990s. My ense i that if Rashad is an extremi, t, he is an extremi tin rhetoric and 

not action, and is not a portal to violent j ihadi rn. 

Gregory D. John en 
January 25, 2014 
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