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PERIODIC REVIEW BOARD INITIAL HEARING, 08 MAR 2015 
SAIFULLAH ABDULLAH PARACHA, ISN 1094 

DETAINEE STATEMENT 

Honorable Board, 

My name is Saifullah Paracha. I was captured in Bangkok, Thailand on July 06, 2003 and 
transferred to Afghanistan. On the first day of my interrogation, I voluntarily gave complete 
details about my meeting with Osama Bin Laden. Just for quick reference I briefly give you 

some details. 

I was chairman of an NGO Council of Welfare Organization (WCO). I was duped by the 
trustees to visit Afghanistan and extend our charity work to poor Afghans. I felt extremely 
pathetic towards Afghans, therefore; I prepared a small booklet on Afghanistan and requested 
Pakistan to make investment in basic cottage industries and in farming to create jobs rather than 
donation. That report was published in the newspaper. Pakistan Rice Exporters Association 
requested me to lead a delegation of about 90 business men and others to Afghanistan. In 
Kandahar, before the Taliban's Governor and Ministers, I made a humble presentation to the 
delegations to teach Afghans "to catch fish rather than feed them fish." 

After the presentation, a gentleman approached me and praised my efforts. He asked me 
questions about my background and told me his name was Maulana Mahar. He invited me to 
meet Osama Bin Laden (OBL). OBL had a very controversial personality; he had close alliance 
with US during U.S.S.R. invasion in 1978 into Afghanistan. OBL was very popular and 
respected among most Muslim community. He was known throughout the world while the 
western countries portrayed him as a devil. He was from a very rich and influential Saudi family. 

His father was close friends of the Saudi King. 

I was among the 12-15 audience members who heard him speak of the Holy Qur'an in a 
light tone and about the Prophet Mohammad saying (Ahadees). He said nothing hateful or 
negative about the west or any other nation. I was a chairman of Universal Broadcasting, Karachi 
which was a television recording studio. I saw an opportunity and requested him to record a T.V. 
program in English and gave him my card. He said he would think about it and someone would 
contact me. After I came back I had an opportunity to meet Secretary House Affairs, Pakistan. 
The Pakistan and Taliban governments had diplomatic relations, similar to the U.S. and Canada. 
I also visited the Pakistani Ambassador in Afghanistan. 

We had a large office (10,000 sqft on the gth floor), operating several businesses under 
my chairmanship and major stockholders. These businesses included International Merchandise 
(IMG), Universal Broadcasting , Abson Industries, Cliftonia-Real Estate Developers, and the 
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Council of Welfare Organization. We had a large reception area with two young female 
receptionists and our own security guard. On the front wall of we had two crossed flags, 

"Pakistan and U.S.A." 

One day the receptionist called me to say a gentleman who has my card from Afghanistan 

wants to see me. Our security guard brought him to my office in the IMGs office. He introduced 
himself as "Meer". Meer is a very large tribe in Sind, Pakistan. This man was from Nawanshahr, 
an agriculturist. He presented my business card and told me he received a message to see me 
about recording T.V. programs from Afghanistan. He also told me, he helps in media related 

matters. 

Meer was dressed in causal western dress, spoke URDU Pakistani and English clearly, 
was clean shaven and showed no signs of extremist personality. After U.S.S.R. invaded 
Afghanistan, a Holy war declared against infidel communist by Muslims worldwide and Jihad 
(freedom fighting) became fashionable and lucrative to raise money. Politicians, government 
officials and religious leaders were exploiting young Muslims. A large percentage of young male 
Pakistanis are still glorified for Jihad and they are everywhere, soliciting cash and kind. It is 
impossible to avoid them if you are living in Pakistan. 

I showed Meer our studio, editing room and clips of our religious interviews and current affair 
programs. I proposed to make a small recording studio anywhere in Afghanistan, sound proof 
and proper lighting arrangements. Universal Broadcasting will pay. They can select and buy all 

recording equipment. He observed our staff in the IMG office, as our staff was busy and he 
asked about it. I explained to him and gave him our brochure. It gave brief details of our buying 
houses. We shook hands. He saw the U.S. and Pakistan flags and I told him about my partner, 
Charles Anteby. He did not show any concern and said he was also in the United States. Another 
visit he asked me to open a foreign exchange account in our bank and he deposited a check of 
5000.00 in a non-interest bearing account. I suggested to him to make investment for some 

profit and he responded maybe later. In Pakistan there is a law that if Pakistan Muslim deposits 
money in the saving account, the government takes out 2.5% (Zakat) and gives it to the poor, 
irrespective of interest rate every Lunar year. So, it is very common for people to make 
investment with friends and relations or trusted companies. My partner Charles Anteby can 
witness, we had taken about two million for IMG after 9111 when business slow down. 

According to the profile I have been penalized for financial deals and TV programs I 

proposed making but no programs were recorded. I am a citizen of Pakistan. I brought this issue 
to responsible Pakistan official. There are many western media organization, who recorded 
hateful interviews and telecasted on their channels with Osama Bin Laden. There are many 
bankers who had all kinds of financial transactions and are not punished. 
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I have no idea what CBRN material is, I am ready to testify under oath that what CBRN 
stands for, and further I want to confirm, I did not make and search for any objectionable 

material. 

With reference to a statement that I have shown no remorse working with al Qaida, as I 
described earlier about Mujahedeen, who is who, it's very difficult to identify. Poor, young men 
from remote areas are glorified about life here after 70 virgins, garden, etc. They are 
programmed from a very young age. Some build palaces on their graves. I feel bad about this. I 

never worked with anybody to harm anyone in my life. My son Uzair and I were never involved 
for real. This is hateful thinking. I have been physically and financially involved in welfare work 
and I will never do my business based on profit before people. My loyalty is in the Creator and 

his creatures. 

With reference to my resettlement I consider my two countries Pakistan and U.S.A. Since 
the U.S. does not facilitate, transfer to the U.S., the only option left is Pakistan where my family 

needs me and I have a lots of assets and liabilities to take care. My businesses have suffered 
dearly. I had over 350 employees and they lost their livelihood. I will help my children start their 
family life and revive my businesses. Some senior politicians have requested the U.S. 
government to repatriate me back to Pakistan; one of them is a minister in the government now. 

With reference to the Taliban, I am enclosing my letter dated Jan 21, 2002, before my 
captivity. I wrote about Afghanistan and how to bring peace. Pakistan's stability and peace is 

now directly linked with Afghanistan. My motive's is how we can end the suffering and 
destruction of Afghanistan and Pakistan. If U. S. wants me to stay away from Taliban, I will 

follow religiously. 

With reference to Lashkar-e-Tayyiba, please do not think there are any relations between 
us. I am very liberal and their leaders are ultra conservative and fundamentalist. It is so 
disgusting how their leaders move around with bodyguards, holding guns over their shoulders. 
They have been exploiting poor innocent young generation. I will never align with them. 

Universal Broadcasting is closed now and there is reason to associate with various leaders. I also 
have no resources or appetite to start such business again. 

With reference to my profile dated Oct 27, 2015 and my relationship with fellow 
detainee Jarallah al-Marri. I was captured in early July 2003 in Thailand and kept in Bagram. In 
Sept 2004, I was brought to Guantanamo. From 2004 to November 2008, I was kept in isolation. 
I speak Urdu and English and most detainees speak Arabic. Some speak a little English. I hardly 
had human contact. In the beginning I was taken to an open air area just for one hour daily. After 
many months I was allowed for recreation for two hours with another inmate with very little 
communication of some English words. I think it was 2007 whe 
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- I met Jarallal as he was in a cell opposite to mine. We were allowed 2 hours daily 

for recreation. 

My family writes me and will always support me. My daughter has sent me letters because they 

need me at home as the support for the family. My son does well in his education. My wife needs 
me and my support. I have told you everything. 

God willing please let me go home. 
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The Honourable George W. Bush (Sr.), 
Ex-President, 
The White House, 
1600, Pennsylvania Ave, NW, 
Washington DC. 20500. 

Anum 'Eltale, Ith Floor. Opp. Duty Free Shup. 
ShahrBh·e-FaluL K.nclti·75350. Paklllull. 

(C92-1l) 4Jl·l000 Cl1 Lin1.'ll> 
F111: (91·21) 431-3011 

E-mail : cwCJ@im11.com.pk 
Web Sltr: 'l'ww.cwn.1'ltl.pk 

CW0/2001. 
May 12, 2001. 

SUB: AE&HANISTAN I PAICISTAN. 

Dear Your Excellency, 

I take this opportunity to introdu~e the ·council of Welfare 
Organisations". This is a combined organisation of a number of welfare 
projects, engaged in service to the needy people and mankind for nothing 
but to get the accord and blessings of God Almighty. · 

. Now, after this brief introd.uction, I seek your kind indulgence toward$ the 
main iswe. I have spent a glWlt part of my life. about 15 years in the USA. 
I bavc been ct student of Politic:al Science dnd Islamic Studies and hc:r-tc.:.. 
abode at Karac:hi - Pakistan.. 

Sir, AfghGniston. which has G population of about Z7 million, and an area of 
more. than 0.6!5 mUlion square miles is now ruled by the Talibons. They hove. 
under their rule a~ 9!5% of the whole A fghclnistan territory. Not long 
ago, Afghanistan was o truS'tworthy ally of the USA and waged a relentless 
war against a Super Power, U.S.S.R .• for more than ten years, as a result of 

- · ·--- ~hich t:5QEt;fJOO of i Is. pmpfE:"gavc thc:fr Uva. In addhton- rothe thii huge 
loss of lives. it suffered tremendously, economically and socially. The 
in~ustrie.s, agriculture. hospitals, educational institutions, electricity and 
tel.~phone, roads, water, transport and other systems of amenities were 
badly ravaged in the war. 

Now the present situation du~ to the war is that a man of this country does 
not even have. the basic requirements to lead on ordinary fife. It hCIS become 
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a backword country absolutely and appears to be a· land thousand years 
before modern civilisation. 

The most regrettable aspect however. is that now the USA which was once . 
its ally, has be.en in open collaboration with Russia in its aim to_ -~ : ? 
Afghanistan and take revenge of its past defeat. Is it the kind of REW .ARD 
which the peopTe of Afgho.nistClfl deserved from their former ally ? 

Today. undoubtedly USA is the sole Super Power of our globe, But just 
ponder over it dispassionately. this status of the USA. which it currentjy 
enjoys, haw did it GAIN it ? Is it not the fruit of the unparallel~ 
sacrifices of the Afghan people and the Pakistanis? No perso11 can deny 
this stark naked realify. To say so, the. USA has turned its eyes from its 
former attics. Pakistan has be.en kept out compfctc.ly in oblivion, white the. 
people of Afghanistan have been targeted with untold miseries by 
imposition of various types of embargoes and restrictiortS on them, through 
the UNO and its swbsidiary agencies. 

I dare to bring to yaur kind attention some economic factors in this 
connection. You may recall that there was a .. DEFIQ:T 8UbfET Of 225 
BD I IQNS in tht yyr 1ft3•, which pcrsisted _till the year 1997, but in the 
yeOI' 1999 1"' bucl9't beccune •SUAIWS BY 115 RP 1 IQN QOIJ.ARS". 
How did this happen ? It was largely after the USA became the SOLE 
SUP~R POWER, then again, it cannot be overlooked that malcing your country 
a Super Power became possible due to the unprecedented sacrifices made by 
the. people Of AfgfiQru~an, 1n lives arid economicalJY; 

In addition to Pakistan, every sincere. friend of Afghanistan would like it 
that Afghaniston should be treated accordif19 to the ground realities, 
prevailing there. Such steps. which might further deteriorate the situation 
in Afghanistan, will prove equally disastrous and destabilising for the 
region. These should be avoided by oll means and forms, e.g. it has been the 
earnest endeavour of Russia to alienate the northern neighbouring states of 
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Afghanistan agai'151 it. and get th£m lined up for internecin~ warfares with 
.,.he Talibans and retard its growth and breed it to death. Russja hos an alt 
out plan for its previous shameful defeat cind take sweet revenge. 

Alt sorts of embargoes and restrictiqns have been imposed on the Taliban 
government of Afghanistan to destabilise it and to prevent ft to achieve its 
rightful position among the comity of notions. Every type of mean line of 
action has been set in position for them. 

In this context the recent tour of Ahmed Shah Masood becomes another 
g\~ring example of animosity against the legitimcite government of 
Afghanistan. 

Ahmed Shah Masood who poses himself as a leader of the so-called 
Northern Alliance against the Taliban governrnent and calls himseJf 

·· Defence Minister of the defunct Rabbani govet"nment # was called for a 
whirlwind tour of Europe, and presehted before some ehte gatherings there 
a.s the last ray of hope for Afghanistan. The European nations eMured him 
of · all possible usistance., monetarily ond diplomatically to root out the 
Talibans from Afghanistan. 

' 
On the other hand despite alt these provocations and schemes to dislodge 
tt,~m the. Tcdibans have hitherto adopted a very calm aftd patient posture; 
despite all the prowcations and anti-postures the Tolibcin$ hctve Cldopted cl 

________ v~ery~~po~s::.:.i.!.!ti.!.:ve~ap~p~r..!::oa~ch~=an~d~we~l~c:ome~~al:t:..l.!:s.u7c!e!h.1...mi..uxeasures,._ !:"'.Ii-' __ ,._,,,-"'!w ..... h .... ic...,h....,m...,i~g ..... bt'"-+-bf!-~..,.p .... t'"he---:---·--­
USA and the wuterri poweN to adopt a p0licy based on ground realities. 

As for as Pakistan is concerned, it has adopted a very se.~ible. course i.e. to 
refrain from any interference within the domestic affairs of the Taliban 
gov~t·nment. It may be recaUed that when Pakistatt strongly op~sed the 
demolition of the Buddha statues the Taliban government said : 

"PAKISTAN IS OUR GOOD FRIEND BUT NOT OUR MASTER". 
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In submitting all these realities before yo\.r Excellency, which have rather 
become a bit lengthy despite my be.st efforts to put it in brief, I be.such 
you to view all my submissions in a realistic- style. Count on Afghaninan and 
Pakistan as your sincere friends and ossist them in the best possible ways. 
You can ba.nk on these nations, as reliable friends and allies, during the 
coming decades and the implied changes which arc to take place. They will 
give .you their unflinching support. If no radical change could be possible at 
this stage, your endeavour will be very much greeted, if atJeast for the 
"time. being, the: restrictions and embargoes imposed upon them are lifted. 
They were your FRIENDS· before and now also they are· not your 
ENEMIES. Only o shift in ye>tr outlook is the most befitting thing. 

CQNGWSJON: 

We request your honour : 

,. That the debt burden on Pakistan of over 36 Billions may kindly be 
writt~ off. be.Ing on& of the least developed countries in the world and 
most loyal and supportive to th~ U.S . 

., The Kashmir problem shoUld be resolved once Clnd for all according to U.N 
Resolutions. so that the amount we spend on Weaponry be spent on 
development. Since Pakistan Army professionally one of the best in the 
world may be utilized in the Middle East as peace keeper. 

··---- -----
-, That sanctions against Afghanistan should be lifted. Immediate help in 

Health and Education sectors and assist once in Food .support programs 
on an urgent basis should be given to save the starving nation. · 

The Afghans will reciproca1e and give full support to the U.S against 
commu"ism. terrorism and controlling drogs. 
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We de.em it necessary to let you know and male& you realise about your 
obligations. God has rewm'dmd you with the position of political and economic 
strength in the world through the efforts and contribution of Afghanistan 
and Paki.staft. Wheat we expect from you is fo do whatever is in your control 
and the rest should be left to 6od Almighty. 

God bless you. But Regards. 

Yo&:frs Sincerely, 
CounciJ of Wclfar aninaions. 

Saifullah A. P acha. 
Chairman, Board of Trustees. 

Copy to 

.· 

--··-~---

: The Honourable George W. Bush, 
President, 
The White House, 
1600, Pe.nnsylwnia Ave, NW, 
Washington [)~. 20500. 
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The Honourable George W. Bush, 
President, 

CWO/GB/2002. 
January 21, 2002. 

White House, 
1600, Pennsylvania Ave, NW, 
Washington DC. 20500~ 
U.S.A. 

Your Excellency ! 
SUB : AFGBANIST AN 

... 
I have already mailed you a letter on Sept. 20. 2001. The object of writing this Jetter is 
to -review the effects on Afghanistan following attack on Oct 07, 200 J. 

Can the American realize their objectives 7 Apparently· not, as peace will be difficutt to 
establish in Afghanistan. The Northern Alliance comprises of Uzbecs. Tajiks and 
Hazaras, who have deep rooted enemities running and are allied under forced 
circ:ums1ances. On the contrary, the Talibans (caU you by whalever name) is a reality. 
A.mericans will find it very hard to establish peace in Afghanistan, without their support. 
your economic plans of laying down 01L and GAS pipeJine~ to Pakistan through 
Afghanistan would be bard to achieve. 

l"he absence of Taliban bas already indicated the revival of HEROIN, which is deadly 
to Humanity. Indications point to growth in iJlegal weapons. These weapons could be 
used agJinst locals and foreign people. 

The Indians and Russians are supporting the US with their agenda Iran seems to be with 
the Ames. Pakistan is already with the Americans. Should you pennit, we will put in our 
efforts to convince moderate T ALIBANS to co-operate with you. Such a measure would 
put an end to the destruction and devastation. Peace can be established, even though it 
will be a daunting task. · 

We are aligned to none, neither with Taliban nor the Northern Alliance. We intend to 
promote your interests and to see Afghanistan prosperous. We want to push behind the 
destruction of Afghanistan, which has been going on for well over two decades. Innocent 
Jives can be saved. The sooner we get started, the better it would be. 

rC-

HA. PARACHA). 
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SENATE OF PAKISTAN· 

Honourable Attorney General of the United States of America 
United States Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
United States of America 

Dear Mr. Holder, 

Forei~n Relations Commilll'l' 

felmwry 24, 2009 

I am the Secretary General of the Pakistan Muslim League (PML) and have 
served in the parliament as a Senator for six years. I am writing to you because [ 
am deeply concerned about a fellow citizen Mr. Saifullah Paracha, who has been 
held in American custody since July 2003 and has been in Guantanamo Bay since 
September 2004. To this day, Mr. Paracha has never been charged with a crime 
or given a trial. 

. . 
I understand that the Department of Justice is reviewing cases of each prisoner 
held at Guantanamo Bay and J request you to kindly take immediate action in 
Mr. Paracha's case as he is over sixty years of age and suffers from a 
deteriorating heart condition. 

Mr. Paracha is a prominent Pakistani business man and philanthropist whose 
return to Pakistan would be deeply appreciated by the Pakistani public and 
would demonsh·ate the good will of the United States of America. 
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