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CA : This periodic review board is being conducted at 0910 hours 

on 03 March 2015 , at the Periodic Review Secretariat Headquarter s , 

with rega rd to t h e fol lowi ng detainee : Mashur Abdullah Muqbil Ahmed 

Al- Sabri , ISN 324 . 

As a reminder , the unclass ified portions of these 

proceedings are being recorded for t h e purpose o f generating a 

transcript to be posted on the PRS website . 

TRANS 1: [Trans1ation of above.] 

CA : Re p r ese ntative s from the fol l o wing age nts [sic ] a re present 

a nd are members of the Board: 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE; 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE; 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ; 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY; 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE; 

OFFICE OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ; 

The following personnel are also present : 

LEGAL ADVISOR TO THE BOARD; 

CASE ADMINISTRATORS ; 
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PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES; 

PRIVATE COUNSEL; 

TWO TRANSLATORS ; 

THE DETAINEE; AND , 

SECURITY OFFICER. 

TRANS 1 : [Trans1ation of above.] 

CA : The detainee 's personal representat i ves , private counsel, 

the detainee , and one t ranslator are located at the detention 

facility , U. S . Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba . They are 

attend i ng via video tel econference . Th i s sess i on is bei ng ob served by 

foreign , national and l ocal media ; Fore i gn Government Offici a l s and 

representatives from Non- Governmental Organizations . 

TRANS 1 : [Trans1ation of above.] 

PM : Thi s Board i s called to order . This Board is convened to 

determine whether continued l aw of war detention is warranted for 

Mash u r Abdul lah Muqbil Ahmed Al-Sabri , I SN 324 , in order to p rotect 

against continuing signi ficant threat to the security of the United 

States . 

TRANS 1 : [Trans1ation of above . ] 

PM: This periodic review board heari ng session is u nc l assi fied . 

Clas s ifie d documents and classified discuss ions relat i ng to 

classified information shall not be presented or discussed during 

this session of the hearing . 
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[Trans1ation of above.] 

PM: Mashhoor , this is your peri odic rev iew board to d e te rmine 

whether continued law of war detention is warranted in your case . 

Your continued law of war detention will be warranted if such 

d e tention i s necessary to protect agains t continuing s ignificant 

threat to the United States . Th e focus of this hearing i s on the 

threat you may pose to the United Stat e s and its interests if 

transferred or released from U. S . custody, and not on the lawfulness 

of your detention . 

TRANS 1: [Trans1ation of above.] 

PM: The persona l representatives and private counsel are your 

representatives to assist you during this process . And finally , the 

translato rs ensure that everyone unders t ands your statements and that 

you understand what is bei ng said during the hearing . 

TRANS 1: [Trans1ation of above.] 

PM: Personal representat ives and private cou nse l, has t he 

detainee had an opportunity to review the Unclassified Summary? 

PR 1 : Yes , ma 'am. 

TRANS 2 : [Trans1ation of above.] 

PM: Al l righ t . Thank you . 

I ' ll read the UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY : 

Mashur Abdullah Muqbil Ahmed Al- Sabri , YM- 324 , was an al-

Qa ' i da and Taliban associate who had ties to numerous extremists, but 
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probably did not play a significant role in terrorist operations . He 

came into contact with ext remists in Yemen during the late 1990s and 

associated with an al-Qa' ida operative who later killed himself 

during the bombing of the USS Cole , although there is no indicator 

Mashhoor had foreknowledge of the attack . He traveled to Afghanistan 

i n late 2000 , p robably to support t he Taliban. While in Afghanistan, 

he stayed at Taliban and al- Qa ' ida guesthouses, and he possibly 

received militant training, fought alongside the Taliban, and was 

acquainted wi th Usama bin Ladin . Much of the i nformation available 

about Mashhoor ' s activities before detention is derived from his own 

statements , some of which were corroborated by reporting from other 

detainees as wel l as documents recovered during raids of suspected 

a l - Qa ' ida safehouses. 

Mashhoor appears focused on working toward his release from 

the Guantanamo Bay detentio n facility. Since his arrival , he 

generally has been compl iant with detention s taff and cooperative 

during interviews . He probabl y resents the United States because of 

the length of his detent ion at Guantanamo , but there are no 

indications he adheres to extremist i deology or i ntends to reengage . 

If repatriated to Yemen , Mashoor probably would live with 

his paterna l uncle ' s family in Taiz - historicall y not one o f Al-

Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsu l a ' s primary operat ing areas whi le 
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awaiting an opportunity to return to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, where most 

of his fami ly resides . 

He expressed non- extremist goals for his life after 

detention , and none of his family members in Saudi Arabia or Yemen 

are involved in terrorist activity . He may , however , attempt to 

contact a f amily friend who is an AQA P operative and facilitator with 

a long history of association with extremists , provid ing Mashhoor a 

possible path to reengage . 

TRANS 1: [Translation of above.] 

PM : Does the personal representative or private counsel wish to 

make an unclassified Opening Stateme nt at this t i me? 

TRANS 1 : [Translation of above.] 

PR 1 : Yes, ma ' am . 

TRANS 2 : [Translation of above . ] 

PM : Okay. I ' d --- -

PR 1: Yes, ma ' am . 

PM : I'd like to remi nd a l l participants that any information 

sha r ed at thi s time mus t be unclassified . I f there is a concern 

about classification of the information, I' l l indicate such and the 

proceedings will stop until we resolve the issue . 

TRANS 1 : [Translation of above.] 
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PM: Has the detainee had an oppor tunity to rev iew t he persona l 

r epresentat ive ' s and persona l counsel ' s opening statement s? And i f 

so, does he require translation? 

PR 1 : Yes , ma ' am . And he does . 

PM: Al l right . 

TRANS 2: [Translation of above.] 

PM : All right . Personal representat i ves , you may proceed with 

your opening statements. 

TRANS 1 : [Translation of above.] 

PR 2 : Good morning, ladies and gent lemen of the Board. We are 

the personal representatives of Mashhoor Abdul lah Muqbi l Ahmed Al -

Sabri . At the table with us is Mr . Brian Neff , Mashhoor 's pr ivate 

counsel, and Mashhoor ' s translator . Since our first meet ing with 

Mashhoor, he has been v e ry cooperative , cordial and forthcomi ng . 

I've hea rd a lot about strategy going i nto thi s boar d . 

Wha t strategy will I use? But t hen I revi ewed Mashhoor's dossier and 

realized, the question i s, what does Ma shhoor need to answer to leave 

Guantanamo? If this i s forward looking , Mashhoor is ready to tell 

you what he has done to prepa re for his futu re . You wi ll see how his 

brothers are p reparing him for job opportunities and h ow his family 

supports h i m. 

Mashhoor has been taking classes regularly while here at 

Guantanamo . Although he came here with little education , Mashhoor 
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will leave with a love of knowledge and books . Not only ha s h e 

expanded his mind, he has expanded his heart , and he has met other 

cultures and nationalities throughout his time here . 

Ma shhoor has spent years examining the decision t hat 

brought h i m here and e valu a ting what should he have done diffe rent l y . 

He too is forward loo king , b ut he can' t really have any hop es until 

approved for transfer . So, we have no strategy . Mashhoor i s j u s t 

ready to answer you r questions so you can garner the i nformation 

necessary to see that he harbors no ill will towards America . He is 

just a man who wants to go home to start a life with hi s family. If 

this process is forward looking, Mashhoor is ready to go forward, not 

as a threat to the security of the United States , but as a man, a 

son, and one d ay a husba nd and father . 

Thank you for your time and consideration . We wi ll be 

happy to answer any question s you may hav e througho u t this 

proceeding . 

We will now defer to Mr . Brian Neff , the private counse l 

for Mashhoor, for h i s openi ng statement. 

TRANS 2 : [Translation of above.] 

PC : Good morning . I would like to thank the Board for hearing 

Mr . Alsabri 's case and for g iving me the opportunity to speak . I 

would also like to thank Mr . Alsabri's persona l representatives . 

It 's been good getting to know them. One of the benefits of being 
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involved in the Guantanamo cases is that I ' ve had the privi leg e to 

spend time with many of t he men and women i n uniform who serve our 

country. 

TRANS 2 : [Translation of above.] 

PC: I ' m an attorney in the New York office of Schiff Hardin, 

which is a nationwide law firm with about 500 -- excuse me, 400 

lawyers . I spend most of my time as an attorney defending insurance 

companies in class-action lawsuits . However, since 2005 , I ' ve also 

been providing pro bono legal representation to a few of the men 

detained to Guantanamo, including Mr . Alsabri. Working with a few 

other lawyers, we fi l ed the petition for habeas corpus on Mashour ' s 

behalf in 2006 . 

A colleague and I made our team ' s first trip to Guantanamo 

in December of 2006 , and that ' s when I first met Mashour , along with 

t wo other d e ta inees we represented. Over t he course of t he 

subseque nt years , our team has made about 25 trips to Guantanamo , and 

I ' ve been on most of those trips . Typically , on each trip , we spend 

one full day meeting with each client . We ' ve also exchanged many 

letters with Mashour and our other clients over the years . 

TRANS 2 : [Translation of above.] 

PC: All this is my way of saying that I've known Mashour for a 

long time and I ' ve had the opportunity to get a sense of who he is as 

a person. In fact , it occurred to me i n drafting this statement that 
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ove r the pas t eight years, I've spent more time with Mashour than 

with many members of my closest family . 

TRANS 2 : [Translation of above.] 

PC: So , who is Mashour Alsabri? Well , in terms of his 

personality, the firs t word that comes to mi nd is " shy ." He ' s not 

someone wh o will talk your ear off o r try to overwhelm you with h i s 

personality . In preparing for today ' s hearing, we ' ve encouraged him 

to open up so that the Board can see who he is as a person . And if 

the Board members want to press him at any point to be more expansive 

in a -- excuse me , in h is answers , that's a good thing from o u r 

perspecti ve . 

Another word I woul d use to describe Mashour is 

"unassuming ." Some of the detainees here have a strong sense of 

entitlement: an atti tude of " you've treated me unjustly , therefore , 

you owe me ." And maybe t hose detai nees have a point , but t ha t 's not 

Mashour. Mashour is not someone who spends a lot of time compl aining 

about how he ' s been treated , and he ' s not someone who makes a lot of 

demands. For example, the lawyers who represent the detainees have, 

at times , been permitted to give books a nd other items to their 

cl ients. Masho ur knows this . Bu t more often than not , we have to 

twist his arm to tell us what sort of things he would like, and to 

get his agreement to l e t us buy them . 

TRANS 2 : [Translation of above.] 
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PC : Another word I would use t o describe Mashou r is 

" c ou rteous .'' He has always treat ed me and a l l of the lawyers o n h i s 

t eam with t he utmost r espect , whether they are me n , women , Christian, 

Jewish , Hindu or Muslim . 

Mashour is a Mus lim and hi s faith i s a n i mporta n t pa rt of 

who he i s . I t has h e l ped s usta i n h i m during his years of detention . 

However , we have never hea rd Mashour express any extremist religi ous 

v iews , and it is clear that h e recognizes the humanity of the non-

Mu s lims . I n f a c t , when I a sked him h ow h e c ould get ma rried i f he 

we re transferred to a country that has few Mus l ims , he wa s q uick to 

say that h e wou ld have n o p roblem marry ing a non - Muslim . 

Mash our has ne ver e xpressed t o us a ny ant i - Amer ican 

s entiment . His attitude i s : t here a re good American s and there are 

bad Americans, and it 's hard to a r gue with that . Furthermo r e , he has 

been op e n and cooperative with i n terroga t ors . 

TRANS 2 : [Trans1ation of above.] 

PC : I am not going t o address the allegat ions agains t Mashour 

i n t hi s s ess ion , ma ny of which a r e unfou nded . I do feel , h owever , 

tha t i t is important t o note the conduc t of that young man in his 

early 20s , wi th little -- e xcuse me , with little sense of 

r esponsibil i ty t o anyon e other tha n h i ms elf , s h o u l d hav e l i tt l e 

bear i ng upon you r assessment of t he 37 - year- old man who a ppe a rs 

b e fore you t oday . 
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Mashour today is a very different person . We ' ve noticed a 

maturing in h im over the years . The most dramatic change we ' ve seen 

occurred when his father passed away last year . The death of a 

parent is something that leaves a permanent mark on anyone , but in 

Mashour's case this trul y was a pivotal event in his l i f e. Mashour 

is the eldest son , and in the c ulture that he comes from , t he e l dest 

male acts as the head of the family and, as such, is responsible for 

the family ' s well-being . In talking to Mashour in that firs t meeting 

after the death of his father , it was clear how seriously h e take s 

that responsibility . He understands that he no longer has the luxury 

of running off and doing whatever h e wants. His obligation is to 

care for his mother , who has some health issues, and to guide the 

lives of his many brothers and sisters , nieces and nephews . As 

you ' l l see from the video that Mashour 's family provided , they too 

are looking to him to be responsible fo r t h e family upon h is re lease . 

I n the many phone ca l l s t hat we ' ve had with the family over the 

years , their love and concern for him have been constant . 

TRANS 2 : [Trans1ation of above . ] 

PC : So, Mashour has strong support from his existing fami l y, 

but he also wants to get married and start his own fami ly . My sense 

is that in the phone and video calls with his family over the last 

few years, Mashour has gotten a sense of the joy that marriage and 
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havi ng c h i l dren has brough t to his siblings, and he ' s anxious to 

share in that experience. 

Another change that I thin k Mashour has undergone since his 

-- excuse me , during his detention is that he ' s a wiser , b r oader-

minded person than he was 13 years ago . That sort of change is 

somethi ng that , to some extent , is inevitable with the passage of 

time . But it's also someth ing that Mashour has worked at . Mashour 

has availed himself of the educational opportunities available to him 

here . He has participated in the classes that have been offered, and 

h e has repeatedly ta ken u s up on our offers to buy books for him. 

We ' ve sent him boo ks on hea lth and the huma n body , as well as English 

language instruction . 

TRANS 2 : [Trans1ation of above . ] 

PC : As I understa nd it, the focus of this proceeding i s on the 

f uture - a nd t hat i s very much consis tent with Mashou r ' s a t titude . 

He wants to move on with his life, not be consumed by the past . He 

wants to get out of Guantanamo , get marr ied and live a peace ful life . 

He is willing to go to any country that will have him, although he 

does not want to go to Yemen given how d a ngerous the s ituation is 

there at t h is time . His fi rst choice woul d be return to h i s h ome in 

Saudi Arabia, but if it is to some other country, he will abide by 

any conditions imposed on his transfer and will do his best to make a 
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life there . He hopes to bring his mother to live with him wherever 

he is sent. 

In terms of his employment , his goals are modest but, I 

think, real istic . He has indicated he would learn the language and 

try to find work as a driver or in some other suitable occupation . 

It ' s unders t andably d i f f icult for h i m to be more defi nitive given 

it ' s unclear what country he would be living in . Wherever he goes , I 

look forward to visiting him as a free man and our team will do 

whatever we can to help ease his transition to life after Guantanamo. 

TRANS 2 : [Trans1ation of above.] 

PC : In summary, Mashour presents a strong case for approval for 

t r ansfer . Whatever view the Board may have of his past conduct , I 

respectfully submit that 13 years of detention is enough . This is a 

man who simply wishes to get on with his life and live in peace . We 

reques t that he be approved for transfer . 

Thank you . 

TRANS 2 : [Trans1ation of above . ] 

PM: Thank you. 

Board members may reserve questions until t he detainee and 

Witness Statements have been presented in their enti rety . 

TRANS 1 : [Trans1ation of above.] 

PM : Do any member of the Board have ques t ions for the personal 

representatives or private counsel for this session? 
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[Trans1ation of above.] 

[No verba1 r esponse from the members.] 

PM: Okay , there are no quest i o n s so thi s wil l conclude this 

portion of the hearing . I ask that all remain seated until further 

instructed by the case admi nistrato r . 

TRANS 1 : [Trans1ation of above.] 

CA : All right . We wil l take a 15- minute recess to prepare for 

the remaining sessions . 

TRANS 1: [Trans1ation of above . ] 

[The pub1ic session c1osed at 0954, 03 March 2015.] 

[At this point , the unc1assified portion of the hearing ended.] 

[END OF PAGE] 
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ABBREVIATION AND ACRONYM KEY 

BM : BOARD MEMBER 

DET : DETAINEE 

PC: PRIVATE COUNSEL 

PM : PRESIDI NG MEMBER 

PR 1 : PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ONE 

PR 2 : PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE TWO 

TRANS 1: TRANSLATOR ONE (LOCATED AT PRS HQ) 

TRANS 2 : TRANSLATOR TWO (LOCATED AT GUANTANAMO BAY) 
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