
UNCLASSIFIED 
Approved for Public Release 

CA: This periodic review board is being conducted at 0909 

hundred hours on 29 September 2015, at the Periodic Review 

Secretariat headquarters, with regard to the following detainee: 

Abdul Rahman Ahmed, ISN 441. 

As a reminder, the unclassified portions of these 

proceedings are being recorded for the purpose of generating a 

transcript to be posted on the PRS website. 

Representatives from the following agencies are present and are 

members of the Board: 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE; 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE; 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE; 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY; 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE; AND, 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMEN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF. 

The following personnel are also present: 

LEGAL ADVISOR TO THE BOARD; 

CASE ADMINISTRATOR; 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES; 

PRIVATE COUNSEL; 

TWO TRANSLATORS; 

THE DETAINEE; AND, 
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SECURITY OFFICER . 

The detainee's personal representatives, private counsel, 

the detainee, and one translator are located at the detention 

facility, U.S. Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. They are 

attending via video teleconference. This session is being observed 

by foreign, national, and local media; foreign government officials, 

and ~epresentatives from non-governmental organizations. 

PM: Good morning. Does the detainee wish to waive translation 

for the entire hearing, to include all written statements provided by 

the personal representatives, the private counsel, and himself? 

PR 1: Yes, Ma'am. 

PM: All right. Regarding translation during the hearing, all 

parties agree to proceed in English due to the detainee's proficiency 

in English. The translators will remain at the event in case any 

translation is required or requested by any party during the 

procedures. 

This Board is called to order. This Board is convened to 

determine whether continued law of war detention is warranted for 

Abdul Rahman Ahmed, ISN 441, in order to protect against a continuing 

significant threat to the security of the United States. From here 

forward, we will refer to the detainee as Mansoor. This periodic 

review board hearing session is unclassified. 
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Mansoor, this is your periodic review board to determine 

whether continued law of war detention is warranted in your case. 

Your continued law of war detention will be warranted if detention is 

necessary to protect against a continuing significant threat to the 

national security of the United States. The focus of this hearing is 

on the threat you may pose to the United States and its interests if 

transferred or released from U.S. custody. It is not on the 

lawfulness of your detention. 

The personal representatives and private counsel are your 

representatives to assist you during this process. And, finally, the 

translators are here to ensure that everybody understands your 

statements and that you understand what is being said at the hearing. 

Personal representatives and private counsel, has the 

detainee had an opportunity to review the Unclassified Summary? 

PR 1: Yes, ma'am. 

PM: All right. I'll read the unclassified Summary. Abdul 

Rahman Ahmed probably was a low-level fighter who was aligned with 

al-Qa'ida, although it is unclear whether he actually joined the 

group. He traveled to Afghanistan in mid-2001, trained at an 

al-Qa'ida camp, and was wounded by a coalition airstrike after the 

9/11 attacks. Afghan forces captured him in late 2001 and imprisoned 

him at the Qala-i-Janghi fortress, where he probably did not play a 
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significant role in the subsequent prisoner uprising. He has 

admitted to-and later denied-involvement with al-Qa'ida, and he 

probably exaggerated his involvement in and knowledge of terrorist 

activities during some of his interrogations. Reporting from other 

sources suggests that he did not play a senior role in terrorist 

activities, and no al-Qa'ida leaders or associated figures have 

identified him as a member of al-Qa'ida. 

He's behaved erratically throughout his detention at 

Guantanamo Bay, making it difficult to assess mindset. He has been 

moderately compliant with the guard staff and repeatedly expressed 

support for terrorism and hostility toward the United States-most 

prominently during an Administrative Review hearing in late 2006, 

when he said he was happy to be an enemy of the United States and 

that he posed a threat to U.S. interests. However, his behavior has 

improved since 2012, and since early 2013 he has expressed non-

extremist goals for life after detention. He's changed his story on 

several occasions, undermining his credibility as a source. There 

are no indications that he has close relationships with any 

extremists outside of Guantanamo, although he has sent letters to 

numerous former Guantanamo detainees, several of whom have reengaged 

in terrorist activity. 
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Mansoor has given conflicting accounts of whether he wants 

to be repatriated to Yemen, where his family lives, several times 

stating he would prefer not to return because of the lack of economic 

opportunities and instability, as well his belief that extre mist 

recruiters would pressure him to reengage. His family membe rs have 

no known ties to extremism, and he has said that they disapprove of 

his past involvement in Jihad. However, their failure to prevent his 

initial radicalization and travel to Afghanistan indicates that they 

may not be able to dissuade him if he decided to reengage. 

Do the personal representatives and private counsel wish to 

make unclassified opening statements at this time? 

PR 1: Yes, ma'am. 

PM: All right. I would like to remind everyone that any 

information shared at this time must be unclassified. If there's a 

concern about classification of the information, I will indi cate as 

such and the proceedings will stop until the classification issue is 

resolved. Has the detainee had the opportunity to review your 

statements? 

PR 1: Yes, ma'am. 

PM: All right. Personal representatives, please proceed with 

your opening statements. 
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PR 1: Good morning ladies and gentlemen, we are the Personal 

Representatives for Mr. Abdul Rahman Ahmed, whom we address as 

Mansoor. While working together and preparing for his board, Mansoor 

has been very enthusiastic, cooperative and forthcoming. He has been 

looking forward to meeting with you and answering your questions. 

During his detention, Mansoor seized many opportunities to 

educate himself on different subjects as shown by the exhibits 

submitted in his case file and has earned his GED. This proves he is 

an excellent and serious student dedicated to advancing his knowledge 

and improving himself. His contribution to the Yemen Milk & Honey 

feasibility study and business plan combined with his ability to 

learn English demonstrates his potential to succeed as a business 

owner in almost any country. He is an energetic self - starter and 

resourceful self-learner. 

Mansoor is ready to begin a new life, build a career, and 

start a family. He is willing to go to any country that allows him 

to accomplish these goals while continuing his education. 

Prior to his detention, he is remembered by the residents 

in his native village as being a well-behaved and friendly boy. The 

teachers, elders, and sheiks in the village speak highly of his 

academic abilities and peaceful behavior. 
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Despite the challenges and circumstances at Guantanamo, 

Mansoor has maintained a positive attitude and been cooperative with 

camp staff which is evident by his current location, communal living. 

He schedules his day with constructive activities in order to 

continue growing and maturing. He will show you today that he is no 

longer a significant threat to the U.S. and is ready to be 

transferred so that he may start a new life as a business owner, 

husband, and father. 

In closing, I'd like to mention Mansoor's spirited and 

dialectic personality, because it kept our meetings productive, 

educational, and even enjoyable at times. Never once however, was he 

disrespe ctful to our mission, goals, and authority. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to share these opening 

remarks. We would now like to defer to Mansoor's Private Counsel for 

her opening statement. 

PM: All Right. Thank you. Private counsel, please proceed 

with your statement. 

PC: Good morning, I am Beth Jacob, private counsel for Mansoor 

Ahmed Rahman Said al Warifi. I would like to give you a little 

background about myself, so you can have a context to consider my 

comments about Mansoor. Shortly after law school, I became a 

prosecutor in the New York City District Attorney's Office in 
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Manhattan, where I worked for eight years. I was in the Rackets and 

Frauds Bureaus, investigating and prosecuting organized crimes, 

official corruption, white collar crime, large scale tax evasion and 

major financial frauds. Along the way, I handled some street crime 

cases as well. 

Some years after I left the District Attorney's office, I 

defended the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey - the owner of 

the World Trade Center complex - in the litigations arising out of 

the events of September 11, 2001. On a pro bono basis, I also helped 

victims of that attack make claims against insurers and obtain 

compensation from the fund established by the United States 

government for that purpose. Now, most of my work is representing 

generic pharmaceutical companies in patent infringement litigation 

against brand pharmaceutical companies. Along with others at my 

current firm and my previous firm, I have represented men detained at 

Guantanamo since 2005. 

Turning to the immediate question before you: Who is 

Mansoor today, and what are his attitudes toward the United States? 

Is the re any reason why he should remain detained? Mansoor now is a 

man who has acquired some education and maturity; he is pretty 

westernized and more familiar with much of Western popular culture 

than I am. He speaks English well, rapidly, and at length about 
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everything from his own experiences, to his favorite singers and TV 

shows, to his hopes for the future, to his philosophy about life. He 

gets along with the guards, while I was there a few weeks ago, one of 

them gave him a list of recommended books, and is housed in a block 

for compliant detainees who are comfortable with Western culture. At 

my first meeting, my female colleague and I walked in wearing scarves 

over our hair as a courtesy. Mansoor stood up, held out his hand for 

a handshake, and told us to take the scarves off, they were not 

necessary. 

Mansoor will tell you that his attitudes changed completely 

starting in 2009, when he was moved from pretty harsh circumstances 

into communal living and was given a lawyer. That lawyer was Andy 

Hart, an Ohio federal defender who died several years ago. Andy 

encouraged Mansoor to take classes and learn English, and this opened 

up a whole new world. Mansoor was able to see America through 

American TV and English language writings, and even became a fan of 

American culture. He likes listening to Taylor Swift. He enjoys 

watching US sitcoms. He likes Little House on the Prairie, because 

it reminds him of his very rural home with few modern conveniences. 

He enjoys Christopher Nolan movies. 

In the past six years, Mansoor has taken advantage of every 

opportunity for education. These studies have been as serious as was 
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possible, not only crafts and health, but also the GED high school 

equivalency program, and languages. He learned English and now has 

started Spanish. The books he requested include a history of the 

United States and computer technology, because he would like to go 

into IT when he is released from Guantanamo; a very realistic and 

pragmatic choice. As do most of the men down here, he hopes to get 

married; but, as he will tell you, his view of marriage is pretty 

modern. He is looking for a wife who will be a friend and a 

companion, well-educated and able to help him make a new life. 

Mansoor also is one of the group who put together the Yemen 

Milk and Honey Farm business proposal, which I gather you are 

familiar with. This work shows an impressive ability to learn new 

subjects, to put them together in a realistic and practical way, and 

to persevere. In addition to its content, the presentation itself is 

impressive. 

Mansoor's first goal when he is transferred from Guantanamo 

is to go to college. He actually tried to apply to colleges a few 

years ago, with the help of his lawyer Andy Hart and the Red Cross, 

but it is not possible while he is detained here. He is looking 

forward to a future which is not that different from many young 

Western men - go to college, go into IT, start a family, start a 

business. 
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I have gotten to know Mansoor not only from a half-dozen 

all-day meetings over the past two months, but also from reading his 

letters to his habeas counsel over the past six years and talking 

with his habeas counsel. His current attitudes are not new or 

assumed for this board. We have asked to submit copies of one or two 

letters he wrote which demonstrate this. 

I also have gotten to know Mansoor from the statements in 

his support from his family and village. Almost four dozen people 

from his village sent video statements through short cell phone clips 

and several others sent writings. We have submitted about a dozen of 

the videos for you to watch. We can provide them all if you like. 

[Video Teleconferencing equipment malfunctioned.] 

CA: Excuse me board members, please hold your discussion we're 

experiencing technical difficulties. 

[Video teleconferencing communication was restored.] 

CA: Thank you everyone for your patience, the technical 

difficulties have been resolved. We will now resume the board. 

PC: Okay, I think I was offering to show you an hour's worth of 

videos if you wanted to watch them. The videos were collected about 

a year ago, without lawyer input and long before this hearing was 

scheduled. 
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Each video is very short, but the individual content is not 

the point. Two things come clear from this collection. The first is 

that Mansoor has the strong support not only of his immediate and 

extended family, but also of his entire community. He has a stack of 

letters from his immediate family and has had regular telephone calls 

with them since these were allowed. 

The simple fact that his brother was able to get so many 

people to speak on behalf of Mansoor demonstrates that there is a 

strong and committed community which will provide moral and practical 

support for Mansoor once he is released. And Mansoor appreciates 

this and feels strong ties in return. I was with him when we played 

all of the video clips for him - it took over an hour. I saw his 

react ion, and he became emotional, actually tearing up when he saw 

his father speak and as his friends, family, former teachers, and 

community leaders all stood to express their support. 

The second thing is that in these videos, everyone agreed 

that Mansoor had been a good student, very smart, and very well -

behaved in school. He was not a trouble - maker. I would like to 

comment specifically on the last two videos we gave you to watch, an 

elderly couple. This is a couple in straitened circumstances who 

Mansoor helped out when he was living at his home. I think when you 
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watch the videos and read the statements, you will agree with this 

couple's conclusion: Mansoor was a good boy. 

The evidence before you indicates that the good boy they 

knew has grown into a good man. He has been here for over 13 years, 

and over that time has matured. He is now a man who is eager to 

learn about other cultures, and who is able to appreciate attitudes 

and lifestyles different from his own. He wants to continue his 

education, and if given a choice would prefer to be sent to a country 

where that will be possible, and where he can continue to enjoy the 

Western culture that he has gotten to know and enjoy. 

Mansoor is willing to cooperate with any rehabilitation 

process. He understands that everything cannot happen immediately, 

and .that it will take time before he can create this future. He's 

shown a willingness to work toward a realistic goal that takes time 

to achieve; the Yemen Milk & Honey Farm prospectus, learning English, 

taking the courses of the GED curriculum. 

I have seen no sense of entitlement in him, no sense of 

resentment or any grudges. To the contrary, he is grateful for the 

educational opportunities he has been given here, he is friendly with 

the guards, he is appreciative of the help of his counsel and his 

personal representatives. 
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As his Personal Counsel and his habeas co-counsel, my firm 

and I stand ready to assist and support Mansoor to make a new and 

productive life after Guantanamo. I have been through the college 

application process recently with my children, so perhaps that is one 

way we can be of help. We also hope to be able to assist in his 

acclimation to his new country and to life outside of prison. 

Whatever problematic statements or activities may be in his 

past, and we are not here to go through that, in the present Mansoor 

is poised to be a productive member of society. He presents no 

threat to the safety of the United States, and he should be cleared 

for transfer. Thank you. 

PM: Thank you. Board members may reserve their questions until 

the detainee and witness statements have presented in their entirety. 

But at this point, does any board member have a question for the 

personal representatives or private counsel in the unclassified 

session? 

[No verbal response from the members.] 

PM: With no questions, this concludes this portion of the 

hearing. I ask that all remain seated until further instructed by 

the case administrator. 

CA: We will take a 15-minute recess to prepare for the 

remaining sessions. 
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[The public session closed at 0931, 29 September 2015.] 

[At this point, the unclassified portion of the hearing ended.] 

[END OF PAGE] 
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ABBREVIATION AND ACRONYM KEY 

BM: BOARD MEMBER 

DET: DETAINEE 

PC: PRIVATE COUNSEL 

PM: PRESIDING MEMBER 

PR 1: PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ONE 

PR 2: PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE TWO 

TRANS 1: TRANSLATOR ONE (LOCATED AT PRS HQ} 

TRANS 2: TRANSLATOR TWO (LOCATED AT GUANTANAMO BAY} 
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