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Good morning ladies and gentlemen of the board, the Colonel and I are the Personal 

Representatives for Fayiz. Mr. Barry Wingard, on my right/left, is Fayiz's Private Counsel. To 

my right/left is our translator, (translator's call sign). I first met Fayiz on 11 February 2014 and 

corresponded regularly with both him and Mr. Wingard since. In the four months we worked 

with Fayiz, it is apparent that he cares deeply about returning to his family in Kuwait. 

Additionally, he is compliant and his behavior during our meetings reflects a well-spoken, 

thoughtful young man who is ready to quickly move on to adulthood and make up for lost time. 

Fayiz is a religious man. He is a principled man. He is an intelligent man. His family 

is ready to receive him in Kuwait. The Kuwaiti Government built Alsalam Rehabilitation Center 

proving they eagerly await his return and want to assist him to acclimate and move on with his 

life. The Kuwait Ministry oflnterior, Kuwait Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Emir, himself, 

have given their assurances that they want Fayiz back in Kuwait and they will support his 

rehabilitation. Fayiz is not a continuing significant threat to the security of the United States. 

He is a man with a caring family, supportive government and deep desire to resume his life. His 

family and the Kuwaiti Government have created an ideal scenario for him to safely return to 

Kuwait. And he is ready. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. The Colonel and I are happy to answer any 

questions you may have throughout this proceeding. We will now defer to Mr. Wingard for his 

opening statement. 
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BARRY D. WI G RD 

I am Barr D. Wingard. private counsel for Fa -iz ai-Kandari (fayiz). 1 have ·er ed in 
the nited , tate militar for thirty years. J have been invol ed in repr enting Fayi . incc 

tober 200 in m capacit as a rnililar officer in the ir Force Judge Ad\'OCate General' 
Corp ·. fir ·t a. a majur and later a-. a lieutenant c lone! and n w a · a ci ilian all mey. I would 
fict like to thank you for the opportunit , to rcpre ent Fayiz in hi · twelve and a half years in 
Guantanamo Ba and m si years a hi · att rn y. 

During m) time w attorney f r ayi1. I have travelled to GTM more than fi ft time 
and travelled to Kuv ait fifteen time .. 

Based on m · relation hip with Fa iz. I unequivocally declare that he i not a threat to the 
national ecunt · of the nited tale for the foll wing rea on ·: 

Kuwait 

ince 1991, the relation. hip b tw en the 'nit d tate. and Kuwait L the str ng . t in the 
Middle Ea t. The .. and Kuv.•ait have a robu. t bilateral defen e agreement. Kmvait provided 
the main platf rm for peration Iraqi Freedom and peration ew Dawn. urrentl ' the . . 
house-; several thou~and troops in Kuwait, and Kuwait regularly purcha e · bi llions f d liar. in 
military hardwm·e from the .S. 

I have conducted cndle. s meeting · with G vcrnmcnt of Kuwait official and vi itcd 
I. alam Rehabilitation Center more than a half dozen time ·. Fr m the Emir of Kuwait him ·elf 

lo the Minbtrie of Interior and orei on ffair ·, Ku".:ait ha. done ever thing within it · power to 
facilitate the return of Fayiz ba k t Kuwait Below arc but a few examples of Km ait' effor~ : 

On numerou. occa:-ion . • the Emir of Kuwait ha!-> given hi · p r ·onal a~ urance and 
Jar d in 20 I l that the return of hi · on · from .uantanam Bay i hi numb r one priorit . 

In 2014 Fa ·iz ha. agreed to attending AL alam Rehabilitati n enter for a minimum of 
ix months and b ing subject t pr fe ·. ionaJ a:scs ·ment. 

In 2014 a .. uran c'> from both th Minislr} f Interior and Mini tr of reign Affairs 
have been given ( ec attachment ·). 

In -0 I the Kuwaiti Pari iament pa ed the errori:m Funding ct. 

Parliament of Kuwait's unanimou condemnation of GT 0 in 2011. 

In 20 9, Kuwait . pent more than 40 million dollar. to build and taff L alam 
RehabilitaLi n enter. 
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During my repre entation of Fayiz. I ha chad the honor f meeting ayi7' . family in 
Kuwait on many occa-;ion .... I mu~t admit that ~pending time with a •iz's family i. one of the 
thing!. J look forward to when vi iting Kuv,:aiL. I recently met with Fa iz' family the Ia t week 
of · pril and mid-May 2014 and can rep rtto the Board that they arc ready,'> illing, and able to 
wd ome him home. 

a rjz's family consi t of d ctor-;, lawyer~. politician . and even mini:ler · within the 
Gov rnment of Kuwait. Cl!. . een in th video that we :ubmitted. ince th beginning. Fayiz' . 
family ha . tood by him during hi regular call h me. 

An example of the family -;uccess is that of bdullah Kamel I Kandari, Fayiz' . cousin 
and former prisoner in Guantanamo Bay (I 1 22 ). bdullah w~ kept in Guantanamo Bay for 
~i ·ean, before being returned to Kuwait. Once in Kuwait. bdullah rewrned to the ai-Kandari 
famil y. rc~umed hi~ career a\ a profe ·. ional athlete, !'.tarted a family, and ha. p . ed no danger to 
anyone. 

Fa ·iz 

r have conducted more than one hundred meeting~ with ayiz over our i - •ear 
relation hip. Below i · a brief li t of rca. ons why I believe Fa iz . hould be rele cd: 

From the on-;et Fayiz has maintained his inn cence and continues to as ert hi purpose in 
traveling to fghani . Lan in the middle of2001 was£ perform charity in th form of paying 
other · to repair a mo que and digging two wells. 

Fayiz h~ a long hL tory of charitable work. consi. tent with the teaching of I lam. 

By all accounts Fayiz has been a cooperative and compliant detainc . and he ha · n ver 
been a phy..,icalthreat in Guantanamo Ba) . 

Fa) it ha:. sp nt his t\\Cive and a half years reading. riling, teaching and becoming 
fluent in the English langual!e. Fa riz ha<> several bu<>ine . ., idea. that we frequently di cu. s. 
Fa 'i7 has . tated on numerou occasion~ that hi: goaJ in life i~ t get married. tan a famil ·.and 
conduct bu ine. s in KU\.\'ait. 

onclu ion 

fter hundrt:d of hour;., within a peri d of si years, I share emphatically that a iz i: no 
risk to the national . ccurit of the nited tate-o;. 

Fa ·iL ha done ev rylhing he ha been a ked to do . The Government of Kuwait and hi 
famil) have given ever_ assuran that they can po~~ihly give. balam Rehabilitation ent r sits 
ready and able to treat Fayiz when he return · to Kuwait. 

Thank you very much. 
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