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PERIODIC REVIEW BOARD INITIAL HEARING, 26 APR 2016
UTHMAN ‘ABD AL-RAHIM MUHAMMAD UTHMAN, ISN 027
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OPENING STATEMENT

Ladies and gentlemen of the Board, good morning. We are the Personal Representatives for
Uthman ‘Abd al-Rahim Muhammad Uthman, ISN 027. In our submission, we have provided
you with information that demonstrates Mr. Uthman does not pose a continuing significant threat
to the security of the United States. His family is ready to provide support after his transfer, and
most importantly, he is willing to attend a rehabilitation program and live his life in peace.

As Uthman’s Personal Representatives, we’ve met with him face to face on several occasions
over the over the past months. Throughout our interactions, we have found him to be polite,
sincere and pleasant. He has proven that he has a well-developed set of ethics and a sharp sense
of right and wrong. He has stated to us on many occasions that he harbors no ill will to the
United States for his detention and has a mutual respect for all countries.

Uthman’s Personal Counsel, David Remes, has had regular contact with Uthman’s family
members. Uthman’s family including his mother, sister and two brothers living in Saudi Arabia
are ready and willing to support him in his homecoming. In addition, you have documents from
Uthman detailing his desire to start a sesame oil business which he has explored in detailed, to
include diversifying into a roadside food cart business.

Last month he lost his brother-in-law to the war in Yemen. He was a member of the Yemeni
Army. Uthman has told us, that he views his time in Guantanamo as a learning experience. In
Yemen, and subsequently in Afghanistan, he stated he did not have access to television or
newspapers like he does now which caused him to have a distorted view of the world.

Uthman has demonstrated that he is open minded and willing to change when he sees hope of a
better future. He is 36 years old and wishes to begin to live his life again as soon as possible and
start a family of his own. He wishes to put this all behind him and build a normal, healthy life
outside Guantanamo. Accordingly, we do not believe that Uthman is a continuing significant
threat to the security of the United States.
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UTHMAN ABD AL-RAHIM MUHAMMAD UTHMAN
APRIL 26, 2016

Good morning. My name is David Remes. Iam private counsel for Uthman Abd al-Rahim
Muhammad Uthman, ISN 27. I have represented Uthman in his habeas corpus case since July 2004. I
have met with him countless times. As I will explain, I hope that the Board will approve Uthman for
transfer, with a recommendation that he be repatriated to Yemen.

Uthman would return to a stable, tightly-knit family centered on the mother, the family’s beating
heart. He would return to a family with the means to support him while he gets his bearings. His brother
who assumed the role of bread-winner 30 years ago, after their father died in a bitter civil war, does not
earn merely a “decent living,” as the translation of Uthman’s statement puts it. At the oil company where
he has worked for 25 years, his brother, in fact, is both highly regarded and highly paid. The family is
relatively affluent. Should Uthman be resettled in Saudi Arabia, his relatives there also have the means to
sustain him.

There is no question that Uthman will hit the ground running. Before he went to Afghanistan,
Uthman was a successful designer and manufacturer of men’s and women’s clothing wear. He knew his
market and catered to it with the trendiest fashions. Uthman’s quick mind, and his easygoing and good-
humored temperament, destine him for happiness and success in anything he tries to do.

Uthman’s immediate objective is to reunite with his mother and family. Obviously, that means
repatriating him. I have absolutely no concern that Uthman would “rejoin the fight,” whether he is
repatriated to Yemen or resettled anywhere else. Just as important, he would return not to Aden itself but
to Little Aden. Separated from Aden by the wide Al-Tawahi Harbor, Little Aden has been relatively
undisturbed by the turmoil in Aden. Even in Aden, the forces of President Abdrabu Mansur Hadi appear

to have the upper hand.
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In repatriating Uthman to Yemen, the United States would not only be reuniting a strong, loving
family, it would be returning a young man, still in his prime, who can succeed and actually contribute to
the community around him. He should be approved for transfer.

Thank you.
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