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INTERVIEW WITH PRB WITNESS MOHAMMAD AL-MUJAHID 

Interview with witness Mohammad Abdul Azlz Abdul Wa/eed Bin Mohammad AI-Mujahid, brother of 

GTMO detainee Mahmoud A/-Mujahid (ISN 31), by the lawyer David Remes on November B, 2013. The 

interview was conducted through Skype. 

Remes: Good morning Mohammad. 

Mohammad: Welcome. 

Remes: We have asked you to come to talk about Mahmoud and the family. We are going to submit this 

interview to the Periodic Review Board, for its hearing on Nov. 201" for Mahmoud's case. Do you 

consent to this Interview? 

Mohammad: Yes, I do. 

Remes: Could you please state yourfull name? 

Mohammad: Mohammad Abdul Aziz Abdu l Waleed Bin Mohammad AI-Mujahid. 

Remes: You are Mahmoud's brother? 

Mohammad: Yes, his half-brother; I am his brother from his father and his mother. 

Remes: Please tell us a couple of your favorite stories about Mahmoud. 

Mohammad: Mahmoud's nature is humorous. In the mosque, all the students liked to gather around 

him. He is loved by hls friends, the students, all those who are around him. Mahmoud is not a 

hostile person. 

Remes: Excuse me, when you refer to students, you mean other students? 

Mohammad: Students with him who were young kids. 

Remes : What was he like within the family? 

Mohammad: Within his family, Mahmoud is the eleventh in sequence; he is the last one. 

Remes: The baby of the family. 
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Mohammad: Yes, that is correct. His father, when he died, Mahmoud was around two months old; it 

was around 1981. 

~Okay, let us talk about your father first, what was his occupation? 

Mohammad: He was a court clerk. 

Remes: What was his responsibility? 

Mohammad: To make sure that the work is being done according to the law. 

Remes: Tell us about your grandfather, the Judge. 

Mohammad: The Judge Abdul Waleed. He was the ruler or judge on an overall basis for the Taez region. 

Remes: The Taez region is the largest in population-- is that correct, do you know? 

Mohammad: In regard to population, Taez is big, but in regard to area, it comes after the capital Sana' a. 

Remes: What did Judge Abdul Waleed do that was most notable? 

Mohammad: He would resolve disputes between opposing parties. 

Remes: Now let us talk a little bit about the brothers. Can you just name them for us and tell us what 

they do? 

Mohammad: Ahmad, the oldest; the first one is Ahmad-- Ahmad Abdul Aziz. 

Interpreter: Can you please repeat the name again? 

Mohammad: Ahmad Abdul Aziz Abdul Wa leed AI-Mujahid. His job is General Manager of Teaching 

Methods at the Directorate of Education and Training at Taez. 

Interpreter: The next one? 

Mohammad: Aida, who is a housewife. 

Next is Omar, Stores Manager at a company that stores detergents and soap. 

Next is Jalal, a lawyer. 
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Next is Awra, a housewife. 

Sixth is me, Mohammad; I am a manager at AI-Jamhuriya newspaper. 

Remes : Is that a newspaper? 

Mohammad: Yes, a government newspaper. 

Remes: Can you give us its full name? 

Mohammad: The AI-Jamhuriya Organization for Printing and Publishing. 

Remes: Please keep going. 

Mohammad: Riyadh. 

Remes: Does he live around town? 

Mohammad: He lives in the same neighborhood, in his home. 

Remes: What are his dally activities? 

Mohammad: Riyadh currently is working as a legal representative for the estate for the family home of 

AI-Mujahid, the elder grandfather. 

Next is Ma 'an. 

Interpreter: What is his job? 

Mohammad: He is the head of the Water and Health Department at lbb, in the province of lbb. 

Interpreter: Ninth? 

Mohammad: Fatima, who is a housewife . 

Next is Abdullah, who is unemployed. 

Mahmoud is the last one. 

Remes: Good; have any members of your family served in the military? 

3 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

1....------------------~----~ ---



UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

Mohammad: Yes. 

Remes: Has anyone been involved in the security forces? 

Mohammad: In Yemen, after high school, there is compulsory military service; that is, after completing 
high school. 

The siblings who have completed this military service are: Ahmad, Jalal, Mohammad, Riyadh, 
and Ma'an. 

Remes: Now, I would like to move into the area of life of Mahmoud when he is released. I would like to 

ask you now questions about what kind of life lies before Mahmoud when he is released. Do 

you expect that Mahmoud will live in Taez? 

Mohammad: Yes. 

Remes: Can you tell me where he will be able to live if he comes back? 

Mohammad: In his father's house -- in my father's home; it is a big house. If he returns, God willing, he 

will be given a room in the house. We will find a wife for him. He can live there in the house In 

privacy; it is quite empty. 

Remes: Who lives in the house? 

Mohammad: Jalal and Abdullah. Jalal is married; Abdullah is single. The house is big. 

Remes: Does Jalal have children? 

Mohammad: Jalal has three young ones. 

Remes: Will Mahmoud's basic needs be met-- food, you mentioned shelter, clothing, and the like? 

Mohammad: Regarding the necessities of life, like food, etc., he could come to my place and have lunch; 

another day, he might not come. That is Mahmoud's nature; he has self pride. 

Remes: That is good. Will the family approve and encourage his goal of completing his education and 

pursuing a profession? 

Mohammad: God willing, yes. I have saved his educational file since his graduation from high school. If 

he returns, I will take this file and apply to the nearest university in a field where he wants to 
specialize. 
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Remes: Finally, I like to ask a general question, will Mahmoud be welcomed home not by just the family 

but more broadly? 

Mohammad: As I said, Mahmoud ·,s loved by all those who are around him, his uncles, his friends. During 

the communication that we have with him through the internet at GTMO, there are a lot of 

people who want to talk to him, but they are not allowed to do that because only family can talk 

to him. A lot of other people eagerly want to talk to him. 

Remes: Mohammad, these are the questions that I have now. We are very grateful to you for being able 

to provide with these answers to our questions. I can only say thank you, and I know that this 

will be helpful to your brother. 

Mohammad: Mr. David, I am ready to offer any assurance or anything that I am able to offer. 

Remes: That is reassuring. Peace be upon you Mohammad. 

Mohammad: Peace be upon you. 
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