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CA: Please be advised that the audio and video feeds are now
active. This Periedic Review Board is now reconvened at
0941 hours, 15 August 2023, with regard to the following
detainee, Muhammad Rahim (ISN 10029). Please keep in mind
that this session is at the— level.

PM: Board Members, remember that when the detainee makes any
statements, those statements are presumed to he classified.
All discussions or questions need to remain at the
UNCLASSIFIED level. [Pause] Rahim, during this hearing, you
have an opportunity to make a personal statement or answer
questions. Is it your choice whether to make a statement or
to answer questions during this session. Do you understand
my explanation?

Detainee: Yes

HQ Translator: |[Translates above]

Detainee: Yes, yes

PM: Rahim, are you planning on reading an opening statement?

HQ Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Yes.

PM: Rahim, you may now make a statement to the Board.

HQ Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: [Arabic] In the name of Allah, the most [pause]
compassionate, the most merciful. My naz-, name is Muhammad

Rahim. I want to begin by thanking you for this opportunity
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to show you what I know in my hear-, my heart. That I pose
no threat to the United State or it is interest. I am not
an enemy to the United State. In the 1980s, Americans
assisted me and other Afghans against the Russian invaders.
[Pause] In the 1990s, I worked along the DEB and drug
eradication and assisted at the American Ambassador visit
to Jalalabad. I want to be clear, the terrible attack of
8/11 were act of Al-Qaida. The government and people of
Afghanistan did not and would never agree to ([pause] attack
on civilians. Al-Qaida ushered in a generation of war,
pain, and death in which Americans, Afghans, and any others
suffered, so soon after the Russians were driven out of
Afghanistan. It led to many horror, horrors infli=-,
inflicted on innocent people. There is long history of
conflict in Afghanistan, and equally a long history of
[riendship emerging aflLerwards. As the United State become
friend and allies with Germany and Japan after World War
IT, God-willing, the United State and Afghanistan will
become friends once again. I am the last Afghan in
Guantanamo, and I hope to be a small part of the process.
As a 57-years-old man in pocr health, I am con-, confident
that the United State does not fear that I would return to
a battlefield that no longer exist. But I can understand

that you might fear what I would say if released. So I will
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tell you the lesson I, the lesson I learned in Guantanamo.
First, from the violations I experienced, I learned the
importance of respecting the human rights of every man,
woman, boy, and girl. One of those human rights is
education. I have two daughters who graduated high school,
but could not attend college. I hope that Afghanistan will
open it is high schools and uni~, universities to girls and
women and socon as possible. Second, from my long
imprisment, imprisment, I learned the virtue of patience,
violence looks like an immediate solution, but in reality,
it only prolongs the suffering. At an BRfghan jurga, where
conflicts are resolved, the people involved often wish they
had learned the le-, the lesson of peace earlier. In
Guantanamo, I have struggled with patience, and sometime
let my [pause] frustra-, uh, frustration get the better of
me. But I learned that every conflict can be resolved with,
uh, patience. Finally, from meeting hundreds of Americans,
I learned that the positive view of America I had as
[pause} as a young person was mostly justified. As you, as
a young person, virtually every book or agricultural
product I saw had it is origins in the United State. During
the darkest times of my capture, um, captivity, the biggest
shock was that Americans could be doing these thing, things

to me. But during these sixteen years in Guantanamo, I
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learned that many of the Americans I inter-, interact with
have big heart and recip-, re-, uh, reciper-, reciprocate
kindness and respect. Not just attorney and personal
representatives, but also guards, officers, and medical
staff. I especially want to thank the medical staff who
treated me with kindness, respect, and humanity during my
recent hospility, hospit-, hospit-, hospitality stay.
{Pause] What would I do if eventually released? [Pause] I
would pursue my love of cooking and hope to open a small
booth or food truck. We don’t have much here, but it is
wonderful what one can accomplish with a microwave and a
passion for food. Sharing food is an experience that bring
people together, no matter where they are from. I know that
you have a job to do, to keep your country and families
safe. I appreciate you doing tha- that job, and hope you
understand that I am no threat to you or those that you
love. I humbly ask you to clear me for release, so that one
day I'm, I may return to those whom I love. Thank you.

[Pause]

PM: Rahim, you are not obligated to answer any questions posed
by the Board Members. Do you want to answer our guestions?

GTMO Translator: {Begins translating above]

Detainee: Yes.
[Pause])
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PM: Board members, please be mindful of the length of your
questions for translation and break them into segments as
necessary.

[Long Pause]

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Not yet. [Pause] Yeah, yes, yeah.

PM: Well, let me, lot me start by answering, or asking, a
guestion. Can you tell me about your relationship with your
brother in the United Kingdom?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Yes, uh my brothers, Zadran, he‘s in United Kingdom.
He came, he escaped from uh Pakistan and uh I think was uh
2013 and he lived there with uh his wife and three children
and uh [pause]) right now he’s a taxi driver but he is my
really uh close uh brother because he was uh helping my,
right now he’s fel-, helping my family and uh my children
in their education, their food, clothes, everything he
provides to my brother, and I respect and thank, thanks
him.

[Long Pause]

PM: Okay well 1’1l ask another question. Um I I'm curious about
your experience with food trucks, given that there are no
food trucks in Guantanamo. Uh, what what has prompted you

to consider having your own food truck?
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GTMO Translator: ([Translates above]

Detainee: oOh, I decided, if I released, how to provide some,

help my family and uh I was cooking here for a long time
and uh little little little and collected and I make it
big. Because uh long time 10 years old, 13 years, I'm
cooking cooking, I cook some uh different kinds and um the
last restaurant right now I um big expert and I can [pause]
provide, um uh all kind of Afghani food and with uh good
recipe inshallah.

Thanks for that. I just have a few more follow-up questions
on the same topic. Um, can you talk a little bit more
about, you know this food truck, um uh business that you
plan to start. Tell us more about what do you plan to do if
you're released from Guantanamo. Um where would this food
truck be located, I mean in in in reality, realistically,
where would you want to start this business, who would work
for you, um, how would you plan to get money to, to get
this business off the ground? Can you just talk a little
bit more about your post-detention plans if you were to get

released?

GTMO Translateor: [Translates above]

Detainee: Oh yes, uh {clears throat] I I will see because I

have two ideas, food truck or restaurant. Uh, when, if uh I

released inshailah, and soon, if I was uh in uh place there
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is uh for example akin to a uh uh fine place for
restaurant, I will uh open a restaurant, but by name
Afghani Village restaurant because I want to mm uh make uh
Afghani villages run with for example everybody would be
sit on the floor and uh Afghani carpets and uh I will uh
make for uh my food will be inshallah Afghani food, and
about uh how to, who will be uh give me money my two
brothers in uh United Kingdom, and they have money. They,
right now they helping my family. They merit my sons my
daughters, and they spend a lot of money on my family and
uh they will be give me money inshallah and also uh right
now in Afghanistan we have land we have markets, I can um
uh bring money from Afghanistan to help out if I was in uh,

for example in uh uh anywhere.

(Long Pause]

Thank you for that. And then can you tell us if you do get

released where would you want to resettle?-

But where

would you want to be resettled? Um and and if you know, if
you could talk about also where you would start this

business? Um, can you give us an idea? Thank you.

GTMO Translator: |[Translates above]
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Detainee: Uh yes. Um, [pause] you know I can talk um because I,

um I can talk in uh Arabic language if for example I go to
_ or anywhere in the in the Arabic, uh Arab
countries and also if there is for example you transfer me
to United Kingdom, to my brothers, they will help me there.
Already I have brothers. Also I have idea about [l
I has v- very good relation with Afghans. They receive
Afghans. One of them will be not big things if they uh
would send me there. It‘s uh it’s up to you if you want to
release me inshallah, I will go today.

Thank you for that. [Pause) Um. Then my next question is,
sort of, can you talk about what has changed for you since
your last hearing? Um, uh you know do you do you have
different opinions now? Do you have different way of
looking at life? Has there, has there been any changes
since your last hearing? Or is basically i.s everything kind

of still the same?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Okay, as you know, uh I I mentioned in my uh [pause]

uh uh my statement about uh human rights. I before also was
{pause] mor- kind with uh um uh everybedy, but uh uh, in
Guantanamo I learned a lot something. Because this is very

big uh big University in Guantanamo. And uh the prison of

Guantanamo is not easy. If here stay without any problems,
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this mean uh you are, you have very big heart [laughs]. If
you come here and uh uh I challenge you if you stay one
month here without any problems [laughs]. But I stay here
very happy in Guantanamo. 16 years. Yeah, I like my
Guantanamo because this Guantanamo give me a lot of things.
If I explain to you, maybe it need for one month to explain
to you what I learned. But uh I learned patience, the first
thing. Before this I was uh uh no uh a man of patience, but
practically, and the 16 or 17 years I learned patience. And
uh this is the big things if you learned, because uh the
sex is of the head of sex is the patient and human rights.
This is uh the big things in Guantanamo. Uh you, you have
mm you’ll be learning the the rights of human, to respect
human. And right now, I think I am the teacher of this

part. [Pause] Yes.

[Long Pause]

BM:

Rahim, thank you for speaking with us. Um to follow up on
the other question. Has there been a change in how you look
at America in the last year? Or since your first hearing,
20167 Or would you say that your views are pretty much the
same as they were in 2016 when you first spoke to this

board?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]
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Detainee: Yes, uh there is uh a lot of changes. You know. Uh

the first thing is uh the fighting that hamdullah finished
in Afghanistan. It was big damage in my mind. You know
there is I have family members my um [pause] uh my tribe um
every day I was thinking about whether there was killing
you know, it was 20 years in Afghanistan, this was big, uh
uh destroying to Afghanistan hamdullah it finished. Right
now, uh I'm trying how to, to make a lane of, uh lane or uh
for example friendship not betw- just between me and and uh
America, no, but uh my nation and America because uh uh the
fighting finished. Right not wae, we have, we have to become
friends uh and um America help uh the po-, po-, poor people
of Afghanistan uh and I ask you please you pass my message
to the big people uh to, to help the people of Afghanistan,
do not leave him uh alone, because you know uh there is a
lot of problem in Afghanistan. In se-, health sector, uh
education and everywhere. And uh this is my uh answer and
also there is a uh request uh for you. [Long Pause} Uh as
uh I mentioned in my statement uh about America there is,
uh, you know guards, gquard force, we have very nice guards
and our uh lawyers and there is very it it is right the
black site if you, uh the the the black site you put it
back. Do not think about because uh if anybody want to go

tc the front they have to forget what is was in the past

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE



239

240

241

242

243

244

245

246

247

248

249

250

251

252

253

254

255

256

257

258

259

260

261

262

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

and uh everybody if want to, to go to the front, and they
want to uh to build something, they have to forget what was
the troubling thing in in the past and they have to to
think about good ideas uh in uh in the future. Thank you
for your asking.

[Long Pause]

BM: You said you had positive views, [pause] yon said you had
positive views of America as a child, is that correct?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Yes, uh uh my father was a politic guy. Man was. He,
because he was a uh tribal elder and uh he has a lot of uh
friends. They were educated in the, in the United State.
And sometime they were uh visiting my father. And they were
uh telling the, uh telling the story of America. How they
treated in America. They, professor was for example, they
were professors in, in, in uh different uh uh um uh
departments. The doctors in, uh, in, in, from our, our
district that we have the professors, the doctors from
educated from America. And also, our uh books in uh um in
our school, they were published, uh was printing in
America. Helping for, with the education minister in
Afghanistan. In the last page there is was [speaks with
GTMO translator in Arabic]

GTMO Translator: Thank you to the publisher.
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Detajnee: Yes. And also um we had we have ub a big part of the
uh uh land of for for uh agriculture. And everywhere we was
receiving the seed and um fertilizer uh um from uh ministry
of agriculture uh and they were all uh help from America.
There were, there is was sent uh from the people of America
for, to, the people of Afghanistan. And this was um uh um
uh um positive idea about uh United State. I hope you
understand my question.

BM: Uh yes. Um thank you for your answer. Uh when did your
positive views of America change? [Pause] In your views
[distorted audio] changed?

GIMO Translator: |[Translates above]

Detainee: Uh, my idea not change. When I were pic-, uh captured
- ]

B They were beating me and they were curse me but um
I don’t like to anyone curse me. For example, they told me

mother fucker, or like this, but they were in every word

with you here. You take me from here, anywhere you want, I
uh positive idea, about America. They will be respect me. I

never would say, they would do like this, uh torture me or

they do like this, there is one [ interpreter N
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287 — [Unintelligible}. They coming with and
288 when they um I stopped there and I said —
289 _and uh they start, they tear my

250 clothe. They started like, uh, very uh um very bad

291 treatment. I was surprised, why did they do like this. Okay
292 when I arrived to, I don’t know where, and there is again
293 they did fo- to me, they cut my board, they cut my hair,
294 ne-, they lift something. They did very uh bad treatment
295 with me. I surprised why you do like this, me okay stop

296 stop stop. They, but they, they did everything I cannot

297 explain to you because that was a, the very bad uh time in
298 my life. If I if I die before and nobody find me, I better
299 for that from what they did to me. But okay, happen. And
300 when they open my eyes I ask him please what do you want
301 from me, why do they do like this. They say, oh this is our
302 uh um our procedure, we do like this. Well tell me what

303 procedure [Unintelligible]. I was to sit with you_
304 -[apeaks with GTMO translator in Arabic].

305 GTMO Translator: I said I was treating you badly.

306 Detainee: Badly. And I, and I choose American tc them they

307 would be respect because democracy, relation-, uh,

308 relationship but they, but they did everything. When they
309 uh, one year I was here 9 months and in 9 months I, uh they
310 never gave me food, just I was taking the pills for for
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that. And um sometime they would give me food because

{unintelligible) to the stomach not to drink or something

like this, okay. And when I done with that_
_I came to Guantanamo and Guantanamo was Camp

number se-, camp number seven, you know Camp number seven
is uh was uh like uh [speaks with GTMO translator in
Arabic)

GTMO Translator: It was like Hell.

Detainee: Like Hell, but no problem. But the guards_

time after change everything. And uh my idea not uh uh
change about America but some people [pause) they did wrong
with me and uh but after that I saw. Yeah, guards some was
but some, in, at that time some they were coming and were
crying with us. Yes, yeah my eyes saw. The female guard and
guard they came and they they saw me in in bad situation.
They crying with me saying, sorry this is not our, I am
human and I, I, what I see you like this I‘m uh I‘m uh
[speaks with GTMO translator in Arabic).

GTMO Translator: I'm surprised, and very unhappy.

Detainee: Unhappy yes. I see you in in this situation. This is
uh I don’t have any bad idea ahout America. America is our
friend. And I hope to be um start again relationship with

uh Afghanistan inshallah.
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BM: What, what year were you captured?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: I, I captured in 2007, 25 June.

BM: Okay, um, who was responsible for 9/11? Is there one person
or is there one group [pause] that was responsible?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: You know that Al-Qaida um uh was responsible for
that. I don’t know how many they they were in- involved
with that {pause] program.

BM: Is there any one individual that was responsible? [Pause]
Do you think?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: I do not know about because [pause} I am Afghani not
Al-Qaida.

BM: Okay, did, so so Al-Qaida was responsible for 9/11, did you
assist Al-Qaida in any role? Did you assist them- I
understand that you didn’t know about $/11, may not have
known about 9/11, but did you assist that group, Al-Qaida,
while you were in Afghanistan- in any, in any way, did you
assist Al-Qaida?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Uh, you-, le-, uh [sigh], I I me-, mentioned in my uh
mentioned in my um statement I left, uh um worked with Al-
Qaida in 1999, October 18. I remember because on that day,
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my father was sick and he was in Peshawar in hospital. And
that day, my brother came to me and he told me, my-, our,
father uh um um uh laboratory result is my father is uh
kidney cancer. And I left to work with uh Al-Qaida at that
time. And uh then I started in Jalalabad with uh my father
to move into Peshawar and come back to Peshawar and
Jalalabad, Peshawar and Jalalabad in 2001. And April, I
think was April or May my father passed away. And uh I
never uh helped anybody uh to attack in against uh um
America because there is no reason for that. Please ma-, uh
see. America assisted us against Russian and and 10 years I
were, we were [Unintelligible] in Peshawar. And uh this 10
years, we took food from America. Not just me. Millions of
Afghans. How Afghani did assist anybedy to attack um uh
America? This is you know you you you uh Amer- America uh
um um accused Taliban also they help Amer-, Al-Qaida Al-
Qaida Al-Qaida, but never, the Taliban did that. If Taliban
known about it to they will attack America, they will at
that time will be finished it. Just was something happened,
and uh um there is no reason for uh to Afghani will be
against America. I don’t think.

[Pause]

BM: So if I could, just, I just want to make sure that, so
everything that you have ever told us, like this group,
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it’s all in this book right here in front of us, ckay, so I
want to ask you like one question now. After 9/11, did you
go to Tora Bora with Al-Qaida?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: No. Never.

[Pause]

BM: Okay. Um so another question would be, (pause] so you
understand that Al-Qaida was responsible for 9/11 and at
least some period of time you assisted Al-Qaida in
whatever, in whatever ways, we can agree on that. One thing
that I have not heard or seen, or I have not heard from you
is like, what, what regrets do you have, because you were
providing assistance to a group that attacked the United
States, killed thousands of people, 1’m just wondering, do
you feel any regret for what you did?

GTMO Translator: [Starts to translates above]

BM: Support that you provided.

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Please you uh um [pause] talk with my attorney. He
will be list- little explain to you more. [Speaks with PC]
Okay okay ckay uh I-, one minute here, I will, I will
answWwer you. [Speaks with PC].

[Long Pause]
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He’'s just kind of further explaining the question, um, a

little clearer. We’ll get it out here.

Detainee: Okay uh the first uh uh um, I not assisted uh uh Al-

Qaida, but I was interpreter, just interpreter. {Long
Pause] [speaks with PC]). And uh [Pause] just uh just I was
interpreter and from uh 1996 to 1999. This four years I was
there and uh (pause] uh the record is that was if for
example I understand Al-Qaida is doing like this, I will
fr-, not, uh, not did anything with them at that time.
Because-, but this is, was, my my problem because you know
the people of Afghanistan were poor people and we, when we
returned to Afghanistan uh in uh 1992 after fall of the
communist regime in Afghanistan and when um I get to
Afghanistan, there got to Afghanistan, there is no work and
um I had um big family. And there is was draught, because
no was rain, agriculture, everything was and I find uh um
the work with the uh Arabs and that I was nobody know who
is Al-Qaida because the Al-Qaida name in Afghanistan uh
after 9/11 the people known under the uh the name of Al-
Qaida but um the the big regret is not just me. I think the
Taliban, and the people of Afghanistan they all have
regretted why they give him uh shelter to to these people,
why they not control him, but this was the big mistake,

yes.
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[Pause]

BM: Nothing further.

[Indistinguishable]

[Pause]

BM: To follow up on my colleague’s question, just sc we
understand, in 2005 and 2006 before you were arrested, were
your views of America the same then as your views are now,
about America?

GITMO Translator: {[Translates above]

Detainee: Uh at that time when uh America invaded in, in
Afghanistan, uh, I hoped to Afghanistan will be great.
[Pause] This part because Afghanistan destroyed in uh in uh
in Russian in in Russian times they destroyed uh from the
basic everything. And uh when America came, and uh (speaks
with GTMO translator in Arabic])

GTMO Translator: Coalition

Detainea: Coalition they cama, T hoped they will rebuild, build
Afghanistan but they start war. And uh I never had any uh
uh [speaks with GIMO translator in Arabic]

GTMO Translator: Any wrong thought or thinking

Detainee: Any wrong talk about Americans before and after that.
[speaks with PC]}

BM: But, to clarify-

[Pause]
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Detainee: [Speaks with PC) okay, and um right now I have uh a

BC:

PR:

PC:

good idea about, uh, again about uh America and before
because um you know I have a big um part of my family in
America and I like him, they like us and we we are in
contact with him and um we like America. I want to go there
with my family if you want release me I go there.

I understand the question to be about change. I'm just
going to explain that real guick. Just to, so we get you
the answer to the question that you, that you want.

His direct answer. [Pause] Excuse me.

Say that again, we did not hear that last part.

I would, I would rather have his direct answer. [Pause]
That’s fine. If you if you would like to give some
clarifications during the next session, that’s fine. But we

would like to hear what his thoughts are.

Okay, well that was his answer.

Okay. So [Pause] to follow up on that, your feelings of
violence towards America in 2005, 2006 and your feelings of

violence against America now, are they the same?

GTIMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: No, I never before and uh now not. Never, right now

I'm I don’t have any any uh bad idea about United State. I
I I see him like our uh friends [Pause] if you believe it
or not this is your but uh I I there heres be a lot of

. ]
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friends you know. I I make made made a lot of friends -
guards and um for example, uh officers, lawyers, and every-
, everybody would be inshallah come te visit us in uh visit
us in Afghanistan. We have big relation with the people and
I find before just I was hearing about about America from
my {Unintelligible] who who after my captivities and after
that I I shift the 16 years I'm in with uh Americans. And
after that uh ush uh that dark time for example in uh in a
black site, uh theres forget because we want tc go uh
forward and uh we have to to to forget that one. And in
inshallah we have to um build uh good relation with United
State.
Rahim, we appreciate your honesty with the board, we’re,
I’'m just trying to understand better. You seem to be saying
before your arrest, you did not feel violent, violent
thoughts or anger at America and now you do not feel
violent thoughts or anger at America. So it is the same?

Are you saying that? Or do I, do you want to change that?

GTMO Translator: ([Translates above]

Detainee: Yeah. {Speaks with PC]

PC:

BM:

I'm just explaining the nature of change in your questions.
If, if I could though, we really want to hear his opinion
on this. That’s why we are asking HIM these questions,

please.
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502 PC: Okay, sure. [Pause] Yes, sir.

503 Detainee: I never was in uh I I uh I’m not [Unintelligible]

504 before, I'm there is um maybe before you receive any wrong
505 information about me but I don’t have any bad idea against
506 not before, not yet. I’'m uh I'm uh uh hone- honestly I I I
507 may to you I don’t have any uh bad idea about America.

S08 BM: Thank you, Rahim. I have nothing else.
S09 [Pause]

510 BM: To follow up on that. So [pause] do I have the right

511 understanding that your view is that you are [pause]

512 detained and brought to Guantanamo based on a mistake and
513 that you never have supported violence on behalf of Al-
514 Qaida or against the United States?

515 GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

516 Detainee: Yes. Uh listen. I uh when um the war started in

17 Afghanistan in 2001, I was in uh in my village and uh

518 (pause] in Russian war time, we had there is uh, you know
519 killing between communist and Mujahideen and that that you
520 know. Okay. And at that time, I received there is uh in war
521 time, we killed between each other you know. Communist was
522 from our tribe or for example from our descent. And they
523 came back to to power at that time. And uh my family, my
524 friends, they told me you have to leave the village and go.
525 At that time, I refute to Pakistan, and uh I was when I
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captured, I was in Peshawar and from Peshawar, I choose
Lahore because there is, I start to uh provide mm uh to
help my family because I start there is a small business
like uh something. And uh I was in Lahore and my children
they were in school. My sons, my daughters, my sis- uh
niece because my sister also in with me and I had a big uh
family my brothers, my brother’s, um his children and I was
provide uh everything to my family this was and uh my uh my
uh responsibility. And when I captured, I captured with my
wife [pause] and my children and I not was in in the
fighting, uh for example in uh trench not in Tora Bora not
in Jalalabad not in [laughs). I wasn’t in, in Lahore. I
never got to Afghanistan in this duration. But I don’t know
I why you do have for example why this idea against me
[laughs]. I feel I did, I never I never fou- fought with uh
coalition. Never. [Pause] If you want to for example, swear
see [Pausel this is my Quran in my hand. And Muslim, they
not swear uh for example on lying on Quran. I never f-,
never fought. But I uh this is my explanation on why, and
if there are any more questions, I I‘m here. I explain to
you and uh until you clear your heart about uh about me

because this is. We have to talk.

[Long Pause]
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BM: So I guess what we’re struggling with, we have a lot of
information from many different you know statements about
what you were doing in Afghanistan, during the, that period
in 2000, 2001 and up until when you were detained that you
were uh more deeply involved in Al-Qaida then what you are
saying, alright. And that you did support violence
including against the United States so are, what my
understanding is you’re saying is that is all false
information? Is that right, or is there some truth to it
that you want to explain?

GTMO Translator: {Translates above]

Detainee: ([Speaks with PC] Uh I don’t know what you received.
What information? Can you explain to me? [Pause] Please?

[Pause]

BM: I can’t provide specifics, but just you can assume we have
a lot of information that is different than how you’re
characterizing your activity during that time, including
your involvement in Al-Qaida.

GTMO Translator: [Translates abova]

Detainee: Uh you know when I uh left Al-Qaida, in uh 1999,
after that, I cut everything out but just cne thing I want
to explain, to you. In Jalalabad, there was Arab, they made
it Afghans, they were in fighting in uh against Russian
times, they were with us. And they made it from our village
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and from for example [Unintelligible], they were in
Jalalabad and those people were coming to our village,
sometime they visit with the family because they fam-, wa-
wa-, wife were Afghani. And they were coming to our
village. And uh they were in Jalalabad, they had small
business like buy car and and passing to Peshawar and like
this I was helping with him, because they were afraid to
not anybody fight with him. And maybe the people give you
information about that, that people, those people. But
those people, [pause] never were Al-Qaida. They they were
from uh from Lib-, and uh Algeria and Tunisia, they come,
they were in in in Jihad time and they uh cannot go back
and they were in Jalalabad when uh 9/11 happened, they were
very unhappy, they say, Osama bin Laden destroyed our home.
They were crying, ckay where will we go? They- but maybe
the people give you information about that, but when I
transferred to Pakistan, and I wer, was in in Lahore I
working, I was working there to uh help my family, I was
poor people. I 1 came to uh to to uh to provide uh to
family, something, how I can provide, to Mujahideen, to to
they fighting against America, I don’t know but I, what I
can explain to you and um what I say to to you to um to
convince you this was the uh wrong information about about

me.
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The reason we ask these questions is not necessarily
[pause] um just to to talk again about what you did in the
past, but to uh get an understanding on whether you accept
any responsibility and whether your views have changed. So
it makes it more difficult for us to make that assessment
if we have information that contradicts um in many respects
the way you are characterizing what you did in Afghanistan,
2o just want to clarify that on why I’'m asking these
questions.

Translator: [Translates above]

[Long Pause]

Detainee: [Speaks with PC] Okay. One thing I told you. You were

GTMO

uh uh accused Taliban also, they help uh Al-Qaida you know,
and that’s whats happened. You, you understand the Taliban
never did, tha- that but the mistake was the Taliban kept
uh Osama bin Laden but that uh that does not mean he was
the Taliban were against America. But Osama bin Laden or
Arabs they help Mujahideen and uh against Russian and
Afghan never forgot anybody to help him and then they uh um
uh [speaks with GTMO translator in Arabic].

Translator: Afghans are very loyal people, they will never
forget their favors that Americans helped us against the

Russians [Unintelligible].
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620 Detainee: And uh this was not mean Osama bin Laden wanted

621 Afghanistan and Taliban uh help him to to uh at- attack
622 America. This will uh I I don’t uh believe this idea. And
623 you understand. You and and and and last you understand,
624 that the Taliban or Afghan are not Al-Qaida but Osama bin
625 Laden used land of Afghanistan but this was not, with uh
626 for example uh by help of Afghan, Afghans. This was one
627 mistake, and ([pause] happened, was a big problem for

628 Afghans and for you too.

629 BM: So, in uh 1999 or 2000 or so, did you view yourself as more
630 supporting of the Taliban than Al-Qaida? Is that how you
631 are explaining your, your past conduct?

632 GTMO Translator: |[Translates above]

633 Detainee: And uh you know in in in fighting duration I never uh

634 side anybody. [Pause] I left Afghanistan for this. Because
635 you know ubh in uh in the in this uh duration the fighting
636 time, my 5 uh uh cousins they killed in uh in our village,
637 the people killed him. Because [pause] uh I think Taliban
638 kill him they say they were working with uh with

639 government. (Pause] For this I I left Afghanistan and just
640 I I got my family’s side. And I was in one side. For this,
641 when I captured and why I say-and they we- um

642 beating me and I choose um to go to with Americans they
643 will be release me. Because there is no any reason but I I
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don’t know they about uh me uh, the people about him give
very wrong information. Like you, you are talking you say
for example, you help that that that, yes, this the the
information were they and that reason they they torture me
and uh black site one year, and then they send me
Guantanamo and 16 year, year in Guantanamo with any any
reason I don’t know, please you think about this. How
Muhamad Rahim they help Al-Qaida they help Taliban too. I'm
not them-, I don’t have any uh bi- big reason, uh source to
uh to to help the Taliban also and or Al-Qaida also against
America. I don’t have any bank, I don’t have any uh I have
small family. Uh I don’t know my family was when I
captured, just I had, I swear by God I had five thousand
rupees, Pakistani rupees in my pocket and I said took from
me, I tell him okay please, just do not give it to my wife,
I ubh I give to wife. (Pause] I poor guy, I don’t know why
you uh thinking about me wrong uh.

What is your view of the Taliban regime today and what

they’re doing in Afghanistan?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Okay. Like, uh same like you. Taliban [pause] uh you

cannot find any um [speaks with GTMO linguist in Arabic)

GTMO Translator: Replacement for

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE



667

670

671

672

673

674

675

676

677

578

679

681

687

689

UNCLASSIFIED/FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

Detainee: Replacement for Taliban, but you you have, we have to

push Taliban [pause] to open uh uh for example human rights
uh to open universities, school for girls if they in hijab,
and Islamic um education for example, with uh culture of
Afghanistan, yes but they have to open. Um but I know in
Afghanistan, you uh um the people of America they do not
read uh history but I am from Afghanistan. If there is an
Afghanistan not government that don’t have stick, the
people don’t believe uh government. You know 20 years the
democracy in Afghanistan in one building [laughs], one
side, of the lab, of the lab said I’'m uh president, and the
other side [unintelligible] I am president. In this 20
years the government was divided between people. Panshir
was another uh presidency. There was another country.
Kandahar was [Unintelligible]. If fhere is no stick and uh
um strong um de-um head, that there is many problem and uh
I think there is no any um instant of Taliban any to to
bring another ([Unintelligible] for example, if Taliban you
take him today who you bring again- again here? Same people
will be coming start again fight again but Taliban right
now. For example [unintelligible) they doing very nice job.
They stopped, cannot anybody in the in the one one feet in
Afghanistan cannot anybody to to grow uh any drug for
example opium, poppy, or for example hasish, or anything.
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And uh also they control, there is can not anybody to for
example publish uh uh um to establish any training uh
center for example to attack anybody. Uh coun- um, Taliban
is promising that I think, but the the main problem is the
human rights like for example the the female and uh I think
if for example the uh Europe, when countries in the world,
they come to Taliban and they open the bases and they push
for example [speaks with GTMO translator in Arabic].

GIMO Translator: Political solution for all the

Detainee: Political solution for that. Because uh we
experienced fighting 20 years and I think will be enough.
And after that to me we have to, to uh uh the political
solution for to find a political solution for that.

[Pause]

BM: Okay, so my last question, going back to uh one of your
ideas, is to start a food truck um if you are tranaferred,
but if if you think about, ideally where would you like to
see yourself five years after being transferred, and you
know, how would you get to that to that um, you know where
would, you know ho- how, like whether it’s a food truck or
something else, have you thought about, you know where you
would like to be you know five years after your transfer,

whether it’s [ or some other country?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]
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Detainee: Okay, um please, I have I have uh a question for you.
Uh, have you know about my any uh report about my uh
health?

BM: We have information about your health.

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: You, what you have please little, tell me about.

[Pause}

BM: Yeah, I don’t, can you explain to me how that’s relevant? I
was just trying to get a sense what you have in mind in
doing after you’re transferred, like to get to where you
want to be five years after you’re transferred, whether
it’s operating a food truck or something else, like just
what your life plan would be and what you’ve thought about
in that regard?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Okay, uh just I want to tell you about my health.-

[speaks with GTMO translator].

6o Translator: [
petainee: [} 1 have uh five cases, maybe anytime. [N
_ the doctor told me, you have to be under uh

strong uh uh [speaks with GIMC translator in Arabic]

GTMO Translator: Watch for health
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Detainee: Watch for health. And uh for example, if today you
release me and say to go teo Afghanistan, I would choose

Guantanamo because right now um I am under focus under

doctor because all the time they do [IEIEENENENGEGNGGED

that will be detected.
And but I want to be in place, there is little uh because
in Afghanistan, there is, you know Afghanistan, like
desert, there is no any uh health uh something. I want to
be in a place there is uh for example if I want to stay and
after five years, I think I will be under {speaks with GTMO
translator in Arabic]).

GTMO Translator: In my grave

Detainee: In my grave because this five uh cases I have. If
release me or not, I will die here [laughs] or I will go
there, I will die but not uh I will not stay long because I
have uh strong health problem. I talking with you right now
but I have a lot of problems. I cannot sleep or something
but hamdiallah.

[Long pause]

BM: Uh Rahim, you teld uh you told us you were just an
interpreter for Al-Qaida. Can you help us understand what

it meant to be an interpreter? Did you help Al-Qaida people
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talk to each other or help the people who were not Al-
Qaida?

GIMO Translator: ([Translates above]

Detainee: No my job was in uh city uh hospital for example
there is any uh ill, take them to hospital or for example
for uh grocery shopping in uh Kandahar city or in
Jalalabad, this is why my job. Uh maintenance of cars and
trucks, in uh in uh that was my job.

BM: Did you hear Al-Qaida talking among themselves about
America? Maybe?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Uh no I I was uh out from the door, you know there is
was inside Arabs, outside interpreters or uh for example
the guards, Afghani drivers, they was outside. We were
outside. When they were coming, going to uh to shop-
shopping, they would come outside and we would take with
them and go to to uh, to the city for shopping. I never saw
him, they talking between uh each other and because they
were Arabs and Arabs with Arabs, don’t need for uh to um
translation.

BM: Did you have any idea what Al-Qaida was?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: You know, Afghanistan, uh destroyed in Russia war,

and there is uh uh in Afghanistan nobedy want {laughs] know
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Al-Qaida just they known him as Arab Mujahadeen because
they stayed with (Unintelligible]. When 9/i1 happened, the
people uh just heard from BBC, uh Pashtu service and wise
of America view um about Al-Qaida. They tracking Al-Qaida
and Osama bin Laden and uh at that time the people got
information in Arab about Al-Qaida, but uh before there is
no newspaper in Afghanistan, no television, no there was
like desert, there is very little information, very little
because just Arab Mujahideen and after 9/11 happened, the
uh um the people know Al-Qaida’s um started the name of Al-
Qaida, but for Arabs.

[Pause]

BM: I’'m asking, the people did not know, but you’re you’re
saying that you also did not know anything about Al-Qaida?

GTMO Translator: (Translates above]

Detainee: At that time, uh um that was the name of Al-Qaida,
just was Arab Mujahideen in in inside we never uh thought
they, they talking about for example they enemy for
anybody.

BM: Okay, thank you.

[Long Pause]

PM: Anybody else?

[Long Pause]
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That concludes questions for you from the Board Members.
Rahim, a transcript of today’s hearing may be posted to the
Periodic Review Secretariat’s website. Do you wish to have

this posted? If yes, why? If no, why not?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Think yeah, I want to publish everything, if they

PM:

PC:

broadcast right now is better.
Personal Representative and Private Counsel, do you have
any final questions for Rahim?

Yes sir, thank you.

Detainee: uh, yes

PM:

PC:

Um, Personal Representative and Private Counsel, you may
proceed with your questions for the detainee.

Thank you. [Pause] Rahim, uh you were asked about
interpreting uh for the group which became known as Al-

Qaida. What languages did you interpret between?

GTMO Translator: ([Translates above]

Detainee: Arabic, Pashtu, Arabic.

[Pause]

PC:

When, uh you also mentioned that there were inside people
and there were outside people. Could you explain what you

meant?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]
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Detainee: The inside there, the Arab people were. And the
outside was for example, the labor like uh interpreter,
driver, and uh uh guards they open the door and close the
door. And outside we had a group and we were there. [Pause]
And out, they mean outside, yes.

PC: Between 1996 and 1999 when you worked for the Arab
Mujahideen who [pause) were also called Al-Qaida. Did they
call themselves Al-Qaida?

GTMO Translator: |[Translates above]

Detainee: We never heard, heard this name at the time.

PC: When the people who are inside Al-Qaida um or the Arab
Mujahideen spoke to each other, when the leadership spoke
to each other, what language did they speak to each other
in?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: I don’t know, they were inside and outside, [laughsa]
how I understand them?

[Pause]

Detainee: [Unintelligible]

[Pause]

PC: Did, [pause] did, was there any call for interpretation
into Pashtu uh by the inside people when they spoke to each
other?

GTMO Translator: (Translates above]

—————————
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Detainee: Outside just when, when shopping or something like
this, not between any person by person, no never like this.

PC: Okay, another topic. Rahim, have you ever personally
committed an act of violence against an American or
coalition member?

GTMO Translator: ([Tramslates above)

Detainee: Never, not.

PC: Other than generally supporting the organization, did you
have any role in the planning or execution of the attacks
on 9/117

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: No, never I did, this was uh um uh [Arabic]

GTMO Translator: This was a calamity, if I knew, I wouldn’t
have even say anything, but no I never helped them. I never
(Unintelligible].

PC: So is it fair to say you condemn the attacks on 95/11%

GIMC Translator: ([Translates above]

Detainee: Of cour-, Sure, yes.

PC: New topic. Um, you mentioned um the [pause] uh importance
of the Taliban opening their educational system to girls
and women. Uh, you have daughters, is that right?

Detainee: Yes, uh, I have two daughters and they pass high
school but they uh, they waiting for university and it

closed.
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PC: 1If the Taliban opened their university system to women,
would you support you daughters uh being educated in the
university system?

Detainee: Yes, this would be my first job to do it.

PC: In 2020, the United States and the Taliban signed a peace
treaty, which was implemented in 2021. Do you support that
peace treaty?

GTMO Translator: ([Translates above]

Detainee: Very strongly.

PC: You were asked a question um by one of the board members
about uh where you would like to be in 5 years, did, and
then you talked about health care. Um were you saying that
you would like to be in a country with an advanced health
care system?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

betainee: System, yes, yeah, because of I have strong health
problems.

PC: And finally, have you had any disciplinary violations in
Camp 7 or Camp 5 in the last 5 years?

GIMO Translator: [Translates above])

Detainee: No, never happened like this. I was friendly from
first uh, I don't know why they sometime they put
something, but not before 5 years, and from 16 years, I am
very friendly with everybody.
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PC: So, in the last five years, you haven’t had any
disciplinary violations? Is that correct?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: No, no, before, [unintelligible] after long time.

PC: Thank you, no further questions Sir.

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

[Long Pause)

PM: Do members of the Board have any additional questions in
light of the Personal Representative or Private Counsel’s
questions?

BM: I just have one additional question.

PM: Okay.

BM: Rahim, you said that you uh had never uh conducted any acts
of violence against coalition or US forces, have you ever
told other people you committed acts of violence or hurt
people in coalition forces?

GTMO Translator: [Translates abovel]

Detainee: Never, because I don’t like to do wrong that. After,
after Russian invasion and uh they left Afghanistan and uh
uh the communist regime fell in Afghanistan, at that time I
put my [Unintelligible) on the floor and I never uh after
that did any any violence and not anybody to go fight or
anybody they enjoying with their, their wives, and they
tur- turn the people, go you fight. This not equal you

_

UNCLASSIFIED/FOR PUBLIC RELEASE



929

930

931

932

233

934

935

936

937

939

941

949

951

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
——————————————————
know. I believe the people like this. I never did that.
[Pause] I don’t like that.

[Pause]

BM: Thank you. (Long Pause] Oh, I meant to ask this question
earlier, what is your view, what was your view of Osama bin
Laden?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Uh, you know Osama bin Laden was uh um a billionaire
of Soviet uh guy. And he came in nineteen uh uh eighties
and vh he spent million of uh dollars in on Mujahideen. And
they spent time, his time in in Afghanistan uh Mujahideen.
Everybody was uh respect him. There is nobody to say Osama
bin Laden bad guy but after 9/11, they did. They brought
catast-, catastrophe to Afghanistan and after that, don’'t

like him people because 50 years fighting, destroying
Arfghanistan for one man, but this is was uh a big uh
problem for Afghans.

BM: Right, you said they thought he was a bad guy after 9/11,
what did you think after 9/11?

GTMO Translator: [Translates above]

Detainee: Yeah, this my idea, this is my uh my. I am talking
from my, uh me in Afghan, people also, but uh this is my
idea because uh uh this is uh not the wisest not um

solution for the problems, but uh we, when they they did
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something, we left our village, our life of 16 years, year
and uh and the the problem fo- for they, this is uh not
easy something too, for example, you forget that. This was
problem for (unintelligible] and they brought to

Afghanistan, to me and everybody.

[Pause]

BM:

Okay.

[Long pause]

BM:

Anyone else? [long pause] Uh, Rahim, do you have anything

further you wish to say?

GTMO Translator: |[Translates above]

Detainee: Thank you very much. If you have more gquestions, 1

PM:

am, I am here.

Muhammad Rahim (ISN 10029), this concludes your
participation in this hearing. The Beoard will continue in a
classified session. Your Personal Representative and
Private Counsel will remain. and continue to advocate on

your behalf.

HQ Translator: |[Translates above] .

Detainee: Okay, thank you very much. I hope this will be my, my

last PRB inshallah. And I will be released please, ves.
This is my request for you. And you think about because we
um are uh poor people. And uh I think my captivity in uh uh
in a a [speaks with GTMO translator)
L]
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GTMO Translator: Staying here

Detainee: Staying here, I think will be not good, please. We
are Afghan, we don’t like don’t uh uh uh hurt America. We
li- we like him, we say for example, we say our friends.
Please this is my request for you. And you think about my
release. And uh thank you very much, yes.

PM: The Board will deliberate to determine whether continued
law of war detention is warranted. You will be advised of
the results.

HQ Translator: [Translates above]

FM: All members please remain seated until further instructed
by the Case Administrator.

HQ Translator: ([Translates above]

CA: We will take a short recess and prepare for the remaining

session. Time now, uh 1105.
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