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STATEMENT OF GHALEB NASSER AL-BIHANI

I am still learning English, so I would like to present my statement in Arabic.

My name is Ghaleb Nasser Al-Bihani and my ISN is 128. I was born in Tibuk,
Saudi Arabia, where I lived continuously until I was about 21, but I am a Yemeni citizen.
I was born in 1979. 1 was brought to Guantanamo when I was 22 and I am now 34 years
old.

I want a chance to build a normal life the same way other people build their lives.
I don’t need an easy life, and I don’t want a hard life. I just want an ordinary life.

I want my own family. I want to become a father, and I look forward to the day
when [ can hold my baby in my hands. I want to provide for my family and my child.

It may be hard, but I want to pursue my education. The first thing I want to do is
take classes that will help me find a good job — like English, computer and carpentry
classes. Since my days would be spent working or looking for a job, I would plan to take
classes in the evening.

I also want to take care of my health. I have diabetes and related problems,
including severe back pain and migraines.

I have these hopes because I want a stable life. I want a happy life for my
children. I want to take good care of them and provide them with an education, because I
know their future will depend on it. I want to give them a better life than I had. I lost
both my parents when I was a young boy, and it was hard growing up without a mother
or father. I want to be in a position where I can give my children the guidance that I did
not have.

I have done my best to prepare for the life that | want. 1 have struggled on a daily
basis here because of my health, and I have felt desperate and frustrated. You can
imagine that when you feel like this, you do not always act in ways you want.
Sometimes my health condition has gotten worse and made me even more tense, anxious
and depressed, and given me insomnia. It got so bad last year that I asked my attorney to
write a letter to the camp administration and discuss with them my health and
psychological condition. I wanted to be transferred to Camp Echo just so that I could
keep to myself and be in a calm environment.

But [ am trying. My lawyer and relative can tell you that I have requested many
books because I want to educate and improve myself, and I spend most of my time
reading. In my cell now, I have many books, including English and Spanish language
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books, a book about diabetes and high blood pressure, a book about the Dalai Lama, and
the biography of Martin Luther King. I like to read biographies because I want to learn
about other peoples’ lives and the circumstances they faced, and how they were able to
overcome their difficulties and move on with their lives. I want to learn how they were
able to learn positive lessons from their difficulties, and how they were able to reach their
goals in life without looking at the past. I hope to have the same strength and patience to
overcome my difficulties.

Given a choice, I will build the life that I imagine in a new country — maybe
Qatar, or countries in Europe, Latin America, or Asia that may be willing to take me.
When I think of freedom, I think of a new country — a place where I can have my own
independent life, where there are opportunities, where the security situation is better, and
where education is important. I thought of Qatar because it is an Arab country, so it
would be familiar, but also because its economy is strong, its security situation is stable,
it has job opportunities, and it can provide good medical treatment for my conditions. It
is a modern country with freedoms, where I would be able to live my life as an equal
person.

I want to settle in a third country. If I am transferred to such a place, I can
promise you that I would not try to go back to Saudi Arabia or go to Yemen, where |
have never even been or lived.

But I am willing to go to any country that the government decides is an
appropriate option for me. For the chance to build this new life, I will accept security
measures that other transferred detainees have been subject to. I will also participate in a
rehabilitation program.

For years, I have said these things about my hopes for my life to everyone who
has asked. I have said it before and I will say it again — I want to build a new future for
myself.

[ can’t change the past, and I can’t control what other people do or what goes on
in a given country. But I can control my own actions. For years I have talked about what
my hopes are for the future and what my decisions would be. I have struggled through
the effects of my diabetes to try to improve myself, to show that these are not simply
words. [ have a bright vision of my future. It is all I think about. I am asking for the
chance to make my vision a reality.
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EMBASSY OF

THE REPUBLIC OF YEMEN bets & <ok
2319 Wyoming Avenue, N.W. "."“9" ‘*JJ'.‘Q" .Jl“"

WasHingTon, D.C. 20008 U'LLMJ

March 13, 2014

Periodic Review Board
¢/o Pardiss Kebriaei, Private Counsel for Ghaleb Al-Bihani (ISN 128)
666 Broadway. 7th Floor

New York, NY 10012

SENT VIA EMAIL

RE: Periodic Review Board for Ghaleb Al-Bihani (ISN 128)
Esteemed Detainee Periodic Review Board Members,

I write on behalf of the Republic of Yemen, concerning one of our citizens in Guantanamo Bay
Detention Center: Ghaleb Al-Bihani (ISN 128).

The Yemeni government has issued a number of written guarantees and assurances in supporting
of Mr. Al-Bihani's release of transfer to Yemen. We herein affirm the continued validity of all of
those guarantees and assurances. Moreover, we firmly reiterate that we would also support his
resettlement in a suitable third country to which he consents.

On behalf of Mr. Al-Bihani's family and countrymen, we extend our sincere gratitude to you for
your attention to this most urgent matter.

Rebpectfullé: CVC/

,

Mr. Adel 2 Als(namx
Charge d' Affaires

202-965-4760
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March, 12" 2014

To the Periodic Review Board (PRB ) for the detainees at Guantanamo Bay

Re: The Hearing of Mr. Ghaleb Al-Bihani

I am writing to state the Government of Yemen willingness to receive Mr.
Al-Bihani in Yemen should he be approved for transfer, as his hearing
before the PRB is scheduled for April 8, 2014.

The announcement of president Obama to lift the self imposed
moratorium on transferring Yemeni detainees at Guantanamo Bay to
Yemen and the fact that Mpr. Al- Bihani has been detained at
Guantanamo without charge for over 12 years urge us to expedite his
release and transfer.

I would like as well to seize this opportunity to reiterate the Government
of Yemen position for the release of the Yemeni detainees at Guantanamo
and their transfer either to Yemen or to a third country according to their

will.
Dr. Abu Baker Al-Qirbi
e
N \\

Minster of Foreign Affairs.
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March 24, 2014

Pardiss Kebriaei

Center for Constitutional Rights
666 Broadway, 7th Floor

New York, NY 10012

Re: Ghaleb Nasser Al-Bihani

ISN 128
Periodic Review Board Hearing, April 8, 2014

Dear Ms. Kebriaei:

At your request, I have reviewed the documents you provided in the above-referenced
matter regarding Guantanamo (GTMO) detainee, Ghaleb Nasser Al-Bihani. The
following report contains my opinions. I reserve the right to modify these should
additional information become available in the future.

Reason for referral

Mr. Al-Bihani was referred for evaluation and opinion regarding the following issues:

Significance of Mr. Al-Bihani’s behavior in custody

&

2. Mr. Al-Bihani’s credibility

3.  Mr. Al-Bihani’s efforts to improve himself while in custody

4.  Urgent need for medical care secondary to serious health condition
Qualifications

[ am board certified in Psychiatry and Neurology with a sub-specialization board
certification in Forensic Psychiatry. I have been in practice for over 20 years. |

I have worked as a
clinician and a forensic evaluator in a number of jails and prisons in the Federal Bureau
of Prisons, state prisons, and local detention facilities in North Carolina and California. I
am familiar with accepted standards of conditions of confinement and provision of
medical and mental health services to individuals incarcerated in local, state, and federal
confinement facilities in the United States.
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Re: Ghaleb Al-Bihani

I have evaluated several GTMO detainees over the past ten years at the request of the
Office of Military Commissions-Defense Counsel, the United States District Court,
District of Columbia, and several habeas attorneys. The following are some of the issues
I have evaluated in previous assessments of GTMO detainees:

1. Diagnostic assessment, functional assessment, required treatment, and
prognosis;

2. Capacity to participate in legal proceedings;

3. Whether conditions of interrogation at Bagram and Kandahar Airfields and
GTMO were consistent with conditions known to be associated with false
confessions;

4.  Rehabilitative potential;

5.  Effects of conditions of confinement at GTMO on detainee mental and physical
health;

6.  JTF-GTMO Hunger Strike policy and procedures;

7. Joint Medical Group (JMG)-GTMO behavioral health services.

With respect to testimony, I have qualified as an expert witness in the States of California
and Arizona; U.S. District Courts in California, Washington, North Carolina and the
District of Columbia; as well as in the tribunal of the Military Commissions at the U.S.
Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Collateral information

Collateral information obtained from you included unclassified attorney notes from
meetings with Mr. Al-Bihani from July 2011 to December 2013, an unclassified
declaration by Mr. Al-Bihani from April 2013, and minimal medical records related to
Mr. Al-Bihani from 2013.

Limits of opinions

My opinions are limited by the fact that I was unable to interview Mr. Al-Bihani. I had
requested a telephone call with him for the purposes of this evaluation. I understand that
this request was denied.

Opinions

The following are my opinions in this matter to a reasonable degree of medical
probability.

Significance of Mr. Al-Bihani’s behavior in custody

Over the past ten years I have conducted several face-to-face evaluations of GTMO
detainees and have reviewed files and provided consultation regarding several other
GTMO detainees. The majority of these detainees exhibited behavior while in custody at
GTMO identical to Mr. Al-Bihani’s. These include episodic refusal to meet with Joint
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Medical Group (JMG) clinicians, episodic non-compliance with treatment recommended
by JMG clinicians, episodic participation in hunger strikes, and disciplinary infractions
such as refusing guard commands to return to cells after communal time, sharing food,
and covering cameras. It is clear that these behaviors may be rooted in causes other than
malintent.

I have spent considerable time with detainees, their attorneys, and Joint Task Force staff
discussing these behaviors and their antecedents and offer the following observations as
possible explanations for Mr. Al-Bihani’s behavior in custody.

Behaviors such as participation in the hunger strike and episodic non-compliance with
JDG personnel are often rooted in a detainee’s sense that their indefinite confinement
constitutes cruel, degrading, and inhumane treatment. The hunger strike is a method of
exerting their humanity and autonomy by engaging in what they refer to as a “peaceful
protest” of their detention. Intermittent non-compliance with JDG personnel serves a
similar psychological function. When a detainee is deprived of the ability to make basic
decisions concerning their daily activities, they may seek to be able to influence decisions
in the small arena left to them. This includes their oral intake, compliance with minor
rules such as sharing food, and more serious issues such as guard requests regarding
movement within the institution.

With respect to the issue of refusal to meet with JMG clinicians and to follow JMG
clinician treatment plans, many detainees have told me that it has been impossible to

form a clinician-patient relationship with JIMG clinicians. [

Concurrently, detainees told me that their access to medical care and treatment was
controlled by interrogators, with access contingent upon their providing information
during interrogations. Although over the past several years | have been assured that IMG
clinicians no longer participate in intelligence matters, their earlier involvement has made
it impossible for some detainees to trust JMG clinicians who deliver care after this
practice ended.

More recently, detainees have discussed other issues that have undermined their
confidence in the ability of JMG clinicians to practice medicine in their best interest. Of
greatest concern to GTMO detainees is the ongoing role of the Joint Detention Group
(JDG) in the medically recommended treatment. Detainees have told me that some JIMG
clinicians have told them that their recommended treatment plans would have to be
reviewed and approved by JDG personnel. For example, detainees have told me that a
JMG will order a medically necessary item, such as an extra blanket but this will not be
given to them either because the JDG misplaces the order or overrides it. Detainees
report that some JMG are apologetic for not being able to practice medicine independent
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of JDG participation. Detainees also report that JDG personnel sometimes do not
forward their requests to be seen by medical personnel.

Detainee confidence in the ability of JMG personnel to form appropriate clinician-patient
relationships is undermined by the frequency with which JMG personnel rotate through
GTMO. Detainees have often told me that they occasionally have a clinician whom they
perceive as interested and helpful in their care, and that it is painful for them when these
clinicians rotate out of GTMO and a new clinician takes their place. Some detainees do
not want to establish clinician-patient relationships that they view as temporary. Others
are intermittently compliant, accepting medical attention and treatment from those
clinicians whom they feel are less affected by factors that contradict their best interests.

Mr. Al-Bihani’s credibility

Several of the detainees | worked with gave conflicting statements to interrogators. In
evaluating the underlying causes of such discrepancies, I have interviewed detainees
directly and in several instances have also read their interrogation plans. These two
sources of information have demonstrated several reasons for detainees providing

conflicting information to interrogators separate from malintent. |GGG
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Some
detainees reported that prolonged sleep deprivation led to their reporting conflicting
stories as a result of endorsing information they thought the interrogators were seeking,

because of confusion or in the hope that they would be allowed to sleep. Other detainees
told me they provided conflicting stories in the hope that it would bring about their

release or other favorable treatment. |G
e
preraten

Attorney notes from January 2012 indicate Mr. Al-Bihani’s report that his access to
medical care has, at times, been contingent on his compliance with interrogations. Thus,
his credibility may have been undermined by conflicting motivations. If Mr. Al-Bihani
was exposed to any other of the above concerns he may have additional reasons for
providing conflicting information.

Mr. Al-Bihani’s efforts to improve himself while in custody

The collateral information reviewed demonstrates efforts on Mr. Al-Bihani’s part to
improve himself while in custody. These include compliance with medical treatment
from JMG clinicians whom he has trusted and requests for medical assistance in
improving his health. His declaration indicates that he requested medical assistance in
obtaining shoes, socks, mattress, diet, and glucose monitor, all of which would reduce
symptoms related to diabetes. He also has read self-help and other books and has
expressed the desire to leave GTMO for resettlement in an area where he can make a
fresh start in life.
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Urgent need for medical care secondary to serious health condition

Mr. Al-Bihani 1s diagnosed with diabetes. Medical records from GTMO reflect
consistently elevated fasting blood glucose levels. He reports other symptoms consistent
with diabetes including diabetic neuropathy and problems with vision. Psychological
symptoms consistent with prolonged hyperglycemia include anxiety and irritability. Asa
diabetic, Mr. Al-Bihani is at risk for serious health consequences, especially, but not
limited to, times he participates in hunger strikes. Mr. Al-Bihani’s declaration states that
he has been admitted to the detention hospital on multiple occasions for treatment of
complications of diabetes.

Mr. Al-Bihani is 1n need of urgent medical evaluation and treatment for diabetes. As
noted above, he is unlikely to be able to establish a consistent appropriate clinician-
patient relationship with JMG personnel.

Mr. Al-Bihani’s diagnosis and symptoms of diabetes may also be a factor in lowering his
ability to be a future threat after release if his symptoms have caused chronic impairment

in mobility, vision, etc.

Thank you for referring this matter to me for evaluation and report.

Sincerely,

2
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STATEMENT OF HOOD

My name is Mohammed Allawo, and I am the Executive Director of the National
Organization for Defending Rights and Freedoms (HOOD), based in Sana’a, Yemen. I
submit this statement to the Periodic Review Board for its review of Ghaleb Nasser Al-
Bihani (ISN 128).

HOOD is a leading human rights organization in Yemen, established in 1998 by a
group of members of parliament, lawyers, jurists, and human rights advocates. We have
a main office in Sana’a, as well as teams in a number of different governates and districts.
We regularly consult and collaborate with international organizations, including the UN
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. We also engage in constructive
dialogue with governments, including the Yemeni government, and have a positive
relationship with many Yemeni officials, including the Human Rights Minister and the
Foreign Minister. As a respected and established organization, our members also
participated m the Yemeni National Dialogue to further efforts for a democratic Yemen.

For many years, we have worked to support efforts for the repatriation of Yemeni
detainees at Guantanamo who have been approved for transfer or ordered released by
U.S. courts. We have engaged in dialogue with the Yemeni government and human
rights organizations about proposals for a rehabilitation center for these refurning
detainees, and in 2009, HOOD and the
collaborated on a proposal for such a rehabilitation center.

When possible, we have also provided support to former detainees who have
needed assistance. For example, we were able to provide financial assistance to [
I 1o was repatriated to Yemen in September 2009, to facilitate his
marriage. We were able to provide employment assistance to [

who was repatriated to Yemen in December 2009. |Jiij had been
employed by the Ministry of Oil and Minerals in Yemen prior to his detention, and
HOOD was able to assist [Jjjiij i» regaining his employment with the Ministry after
his return. We maintain contact with a number of other former detainees as well, and
periodically check to see how they are doing and if there are ways we can help.

HOOD understands through the Center for Constitutional Rights, the legal
representatives for Ghaleb Nasser Al-Bihani, that he is currently being reviewed by the
Periodic Review Board, which will determine whether he may be approved for transfer.
If Mr. Al-Bihani is approved for transfer and Yemen is determined to be an appropriate
destination for him, HOOD is willing to do everything we can to support Mr. Al-Bihani’s
rehabilitation and reintegration. If properly structured and implemented, a rehabilitation
program itself will, among other things, assist Mr. Al-Bihani in securing employment and
other benefits, including a government stipend, housing, and assistance with the costs of
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marriage, so that he can be self-sufficient and build the independent life we understand he
desires. The rehabilitation program in Saudi Arabia, for example, provided this kind of
assistance to returning Guantanamo detainees. HOOD stands ready to work with Mr. Al-
Bihani, the Center for Constitutional Rights, and the relevant authorities to support and
facilitate his rehabilitation and reintegration process.

Mohammed Naji Allawo
Executive Director of HOOD
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HALEB NASSER AL-BIHANI BOOK REQUE AT JTF-GTM

July 2011

Requests:

Longman Arabic-English dictionary

Exercise magazine

How-to art book for painting with watercolors

August 2011

Requests:

English language book

Book on essay writing

Math book for grades 1-12

Beginners’ books on business administration and economics
Exercise and health magazines

October 2011

Requests:
Economics for Dummies
Health magazine

December 2011

Requests:
Exercise and health magazines

Deliveries:
Art books on Still Life, pastels and acrylics

January 2012

Requests:

Cambridge English Pronouncing Dictionary with CD
English for Arabic Speakers with CD by Camilia Sadik
Learn to Spell 500 Words a Day by Camilia Sadik

100 Spelling Rules by Camilia Sadik

Yoga magazine

Drawing book

Ghaleb Nasser Al-Bihani Book Requests, PRB for ISN 128
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Poetry book

February 2012

Requests:
Jogging magazine
Yoga magazine
Art book

Deliveries:
Jogging magazine
Drawing book

May 2012

Requests:
Yoga magazine

August 2012

Requests:
Yoga magazine
Exercise magazine for amputees

October 2012

Requests:

Oxford: Essential Arabic dictionary
Magazine on stretching exercises

DVD on yoga

DVDs on painting, drawing, acrylics, pastels
BBC DVD on science and nature

European Soccer Cup 2010-11

Deliveries:

Health DVD: Rodney Yee’s Ultimate Power Yoga
Health DVD: Rodney Yee’s Yoga for Beginners
Health DVD: Rodney Yee’s Power Yoga Collection
Art book: Drawing & Painting Trees in the Landscape
Art book: How to Draw What You See

National Geographic magazine

Champions magazine

Soccer DVD: Euro 2012 The Final: Spain v. Italy
Soccer DVD: Euro 2012 The Official Review
Soccer DVD: Euro 2012 All the Goals
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December 2012

Requests:

Rosetta Stone language learning for French and Spanish
English books on audio for beginners (book and audio)
Biographies of Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela, Gandhi
Books on U.S. culture

Yemeni magazine called “Your doctor”

Yoga magazine and DVD

Exercise DVDs

BBC videos on nature and animals

Videos like America’s funniest home videos

Soccer DVDs: All the goals of 2011, Real Madrid v. Saudi Arabia 2004
Art DVDs

January 2013

Deliveries:
Dictionary: Al-Mawrid Trilingual Dictionary (Arabic-English-French)
Dictionary: Diccionario Escolar (Arabic-Spanish)

April 2013

Requests:
Introduction to Economics
Government and Politics in the United States by Harold Zink

A Comparison Between the Four Gospels (of the New Testament) by Muhammad Ali
Alkhuli

June 2013

Requests:
GED books

Deliveries:

Autobiography: The Story of My Experiments with Truth (Gandhi)

Art book: The Big Book of Drawing: An Introduction to Essential Materials and
Techniques

September 2013

Requests:
Tai Chi book
Sports, health, medical, art magazines
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October 2013

Requests:
Easier GED-type books
Exercise DVD

National Geographic-type DVD on Brazil

November 2013

Deliveries:

Diabetes Arabic-language book published by the British Medical Association
Health book: 10 Simple Solutions for Migraines

Health book: How Do We Face Depression

Health book: High Blood Pressure

Biography: Martin Luther King

Book: Human Development and the Building of a Knowledge-Based Society
Book: Humanism and Democratic Criticism by Edward Said

January 2014

Deliveries:

Biography: The Hugo Chavez Story

Art book: Watercolors 4: Painting Advanced Techniques
Art book: Watercolors 1: A Step By Step Guide

Art book: Watercolors 2: Painting for Beginners

February 2014

Deliveries:

Book: Dalai Lama

Book: Martin Luther King

Yemen’s National Dialogue Conference Document
DVD: National Parks Collection

DVD: Shahed Mashafish Hajag (Arabic Comedy)
DVD: Elly Baly Balak (Arabic Comedy)

Ghaleb Nasser Al-Bihani Book Requests, PRB for ISN 128

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

UNCLASSFIED//FFOR-PUBLIG-RELEASE—





