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of JOG participation. Detainees also report that JOG personnel sometimes do not 
forward their requests to be seen by medical personnel. 

Detainee confidence in the ability of JMG personnel to form appropriate clinician-patient 
relationships is undermined by the frequency with which JMG personnel rotate through 
GTMO. Detainees have often told me that they occasionally have a clinician whom they 
perceive as interested and helpful in their care, and that it is painful for them when these 
clinicians rotate out ofGTMO and a new clinician takes their place. Some detainees do 
not want to establish clinician-patient relationships that they view as temporary. Others 
are intermittently compliant, accepting medical attention and treatment from those 
clinicians whom they feel are less affected by factors that contradict their best interests. 

Mr. Al-Bihani's credibility 

Several of the detainees I worked with gave conflicting statements to interrogators. In 
evaluating the underlying causes of such discrepancies, I have interviewed detainees 
directly and in several instances have also read their interrogation plans. These two 
sources of information have demonstrated several reasons for detainees providing 
conflicting information to interrogators separate from malintent. 

Some 
detainees reported that prolonged sleep deprivation led to their reporting conflicting 
stories as a result of endorsing information they thought the interrogators were seeking, 
because of confusion or in the hope that they would be allowed to sleep. Other detainees 
told me they provided conflicting stories in the hope that it would bring about their 
release or other favorable treatment. 

Attorney notes from January 2012 indicate Mr. AI-Bihani ' s report that his access to 
medical care has, at times, been contingent on his compliance with interrogations. Thus, 
his credibility may have been undermined by conflicting motivations. If Mr. Al-Bihani 
was exposed to any other of the above concerns he may have additional reasons for 
providing conflicting information. 

Mr. Al-Bihani's efforts to improve himself while in custody 

The collateral information reviewed demonstrates efforts on Mr. Al-Bihani ' s part to 
improve himself while in custody. These include compliance with medical treatment 
from JMG clinicians whom he has trusted and requests for medical assistance in 
improving his health. His declaration indicates that he requested medical assistance in 
obtaining shoes, socks, mattress, diet, and glucose monitor, all of which would reduce 
symptoms related to diabetes. He also has read self-help and other books and has 
expressed the desire to leave GTMO for resettlement in an area where he can make a 
fresh start in life. 
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rgeot need for medical care econdary to eriou · health condition 

1vfr. AJ-Bihani is diagnosed with diabete . Medical records from GTMO reflect 
consi tently elevated fasting blood gluco e levels. He report other symptoms consi tent 
with diabetes including diabetic neuropathy and problems with vision. Psychological 
symptoms consistent with prolonged hyperglycemia include amciety and irritability. As a 
diabetic. 1r. Al-Bihani is at risk for serious health consequences. especially. but not 
limited to, times he participates in htmger strikes. Mr. Al-Bihani declaration states that 
he has been admitted to the detention hospital on multiple occa ions for treatment of 
complications of diabete . 

fr. AJ-Bihani i in need ofmgent medical evaluation and treatment for diabetes. 
noted above. he is unlikely to be able to e tablish a consistent appropriate clinician­
patient relationship with JMG per onnel. 

Mr. AJ-Bihani's diagno i and symptoms of diabete may also be a factor in lowering his 
ability to be a future threat after release if his symptoms have caused chronic impairment 
in mobility. vi ion. etc. 

Thank you for referring this matter to me for evaluation and report. 

incerely, 
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fy name is Mohammed Allawo, and I am the Executive Director of the National 
Organization for Defending Rights and Freedoms (HOOD). based in ana 'a. Yemen. I 
submit this statement to the Periodic Review Board for it review of Ghaleb as er Al­
Bihani (ISN 128). 

HOOD is a leading human rights organization in Yemen establi bed in 1998 by a 
group of member of parliament, lawyer , jurists, and human right advocate . We have 
a main office in Sana a, a well as teams in a number of different governate and districts. 
We regularly consult and collaborate with international organizations. including the UN 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Right . We also engage in constructi e 
dialogue with governments including the Yemeni government and have a positive 
relationship with many Yemeni official . including the Human Right Mini ter and the 
Foreign Minister. As a respected and established organization. our members also 
participated in the Yemeni National Dialogue to further efforts for a democratic Yemen. 

For many year we have worked to support efforts for the repatriation of Yemeni 
detainee at Guantanamo who have been approved for transfer or ordered released by 
U . . court . We have engaged in dialogue with the Yemeni government and human 
rights organization about propo a] for a rehabilitation center for the e returning 

detainee , and in 2009, HOOD and the············· 
collaborated on a propo al for uch a rehabilitation center. 

When possible. we have also provided support to former detainee who have 
needed as istance. For example. we were able to provide financial a i tance to ••• 
••••••• who was repatriated to Yemen in September 2009, to facilitate his 

marriage. We were able to provide employment as istance to~~~~~~~~~ 
•••••• who \ a repatriated to Yemen in December 2009. had been 
emplo ·ed by the Iini try of Oil and Minerals in Yemen prior to his detention. and 
HOOD wa able to assist in regaining his employment with the Ministry after 
hi retwn. ~ e maintain contact with a number of other former detainees as well. and 
periodicall) check to see how they are doing and if there are ' ays we can help. 

HOOD understands through the Center for Constitutional Rights. the legal 
representatives for Ghaleb as er Al-Bihani, that he is currently being reviewed by the 
Periodic Review Board, which will determine whether he may be approved for transfer. 
IfMr. Al-Bihani is approved for transfer and Yemen is determined to be an appropriate 
de tination for him. HOOD i willing to doe erything we can to support Mr. Al-Bihani ' s 
rehabilitation and reintegration. If properly tructured and implemented. a rehabilitation 
program itself will. among other things. assist Mr. Al-Bihani in ecuring employment and 
other benefit . including a government stipend, housing. and as istance with the co ts of 

t.• L IFIED 
Statement of HOOD, PRB for IS 128 

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 



APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

UNCLASSIFIED 

marriage, so that he can be self-sufficient and build the independent life we understand he 
desires. The rehabilitation program in Saudi Arabia, for example, provided this kind of 
assistance to returning Guantanamo detainees. HOOD stands ready to work with Mr. AI­
Bihani, the Center for Constitutional Rights, and the relevant authorities to support and 
facilitate his rehabilitation and reintegration process. 
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Mohammed Naji Allawo 
Executive Director of HOOD 
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