


















The first is that Mr . al-Bihani has been talking about 

his wish for a new start in a third country for years. From our 

first phone call in April of 2011, he spoke about wanting 

resettlement. He has continued to express this desire in 

virtually every conversation we have had since then , asking me 

about possibilities from Qatar to Spain to Costa Rica to 

Uruguay. As he will tell you, he will accept transfer to any 

country the government determines is appropriate, including 

Yemen or Saudi Arabia. But if he had a choice , he would be sent 

to a t hird country . 

This is not because he thinks a third country is the 

fastest route for release , although certainly he wants t hat 

route; it is not because he thinks this is what the board wants 

to hear, because he has been saying for years that he wants 

resettlement. He will tell you more about his motivations, but 

what he has expressed to me continuously is his desire for a new 

beginning; a break from what has come before; a real chance to 

build a better life in an environment where there is stability, 

economic and educational opportunity , and calm . I believe that 

he wants these things . 

The second is that I have observed Mr. al-Bihani try 

hard to prepare himself f or the life that he wants to build. We 

have submitted to the board a long list of books he has 
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requested over the years . He has asked for Arabic and English 

dictionaries, Spanish-language books , GED books, and DVDs on 

Latin America. He has asked for the latest research on 

diabetes, for yoga magazines, and self-help books. He has taken 

pages of notes on his readings. He has worked with his doctors 

to make various medical requests. He has come to every meeting 

we have scheduled over the past three years to work with me. He 

has come to every meeting his personal representative and I have 

scheduled over the past six months to prepare for this review, 

and he said he was hopeful about it. 

Two weeks ago, he sat in a 3-hour meeting pushing 

through a migraine headache to work on the statement that he is 

going to read to you . He began these efforts years ago before 

anyone was checking, and he has tried to persevere in spite of 

his chronic health problems which have, at times , been 

debilitating. 

Wherever Mr. al-Bihani is transferred, my organization 

will help support his rehabilitation and his reintegration . For 

several clients who were resettled and repatriated by the 

administration in 2009 and 2010 , we worked with the State 

Department and host governments on transition plans for clients , 

we visited clients multiple times after release, we served as an 

ongoing point-of-contact for local authorities, we provided 
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financial assistance and referrals for needs ranging from 

live-in interpreters to mental health care, and we partnered 

with other NGOs and organizations to help address other needs . 

We were a trusted and experienced resource in facilitating a 

successful transition for these clients who are now rebuilding 

their lives; we would offer the same assistance for 

Mr . al - Bihani. 

We are still in contact with a client who was approved 

for transfer and resettled in a European country in 2009 . The 

government's assessment of him was not dissimilar to some of the 

assertions about Mr. al-Bihani . Like dozens of resettled men, 

he went to a country where he had never been, where support had 

to be provided; and it was. It is five years later : He is 

fluent in the language of that country and working as an 

interpreter, he got married a couple of years ago, and he just 

had his first child. 

The United States successfully transferred him as it 

has many others, and it can do so again with Mr. al-Bihani . He 

is his own person, and he should be evaluated on his own merits. 

Thank you very much. 

PM: Thank you, personal representative , private counsel . 

We understand board members may reserve questions 

until the detainee and witness statements have been presented in 
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t heir entirety . 

TRANS 1 : [Translation of above. ] 

PM : Does any member of the board have a question for the 

personal representative or private counsel in this unclassified 

s e ssion? 

[No verbal response from the members . ] 

PM : Seeing no further que stions , this concludes this 

po r tion of the hearing . Request all members remain seate d until 

further instructed by the hearing clerk . 

CA: We will take a 15-minute rece ss to pre pare for the 

r emaining s e ssions . 

TRANS 1 : [Translation of above .] 

[The public session closed a t 0921, 20 March 2014 .] 

[At this poi nt , the unclassified portion of the hearing ended.] 

[END OF PAGE] 
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ABBREVIATION AND ACRONYM KEY 

CA: CASE ADMIN I STRATOR 

PC: PRIVATE COUNSEL 

PM : PRESIDING MEMBER 

PR : PERSONAL REPRESENTAT I VE 

TRANS 1: TRANSLATOR ONE 

TRANS 2 : TRANSLATOR TWO 
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