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encouraged him to run for Parliament. He used his influence to help 

raise the economic standards to all the people of Yemen. He helped 

bring international c ompanies to Yemen to build bridges, roads , 

airports, power plants, and increase the efforts of energy 

exploration. 

With such great respect and influence, Abdul Salam was asked to 

help the government in cooperating with other tribes to root out any 

Afghan trained fighters and have them handed over to the government. 

This was a task that should have been recogni zed as aiding the West 

in its efforts to combat terrorism. However, when he v i sited another 

Middle Eastern country to arrange for 200 million dollars in 

financial commitments to Yemen, he was arrested and handed over to 

U.S. authorities and eventually interned at the detention facility in 

Guantanamo. 

Abdul Salam has never had any intentions to harm the United 

States, her allies, or the people of the Western democracies, and he 

is ready to answer any questions the Board may have for him, at this 

time. 

PM: Thank you . Private Counsel, please proceed with your un ... 

unclassified opening statement. 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE ] ... 

PC: ... Good morning ... 
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TRANS 1: ... [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] Thank you. 

PC: Good morning. I am David Remes, Private Counsel for Abdul 

Salam al-Abdul Rahman al-Hilah [sic], !SN 1463. I have represented 

Abdul Salam in his habeas corpus case for over a decade. I have met 

with him countless times, and I believe I know him well. I've also 

have met with families of Abdul Salam' s ... members of Abdul Salam' s 

family, including his brothers and his wife, on almost every ... sorry ... 

one of my trips ... one of my 11 trips to Yemen between 2005 and 2013. 

I have been to their homes and broken bread with them. 

Abdul Salam al-Hilah is a strong and justifiably proud man. The 

son of an influential Sheikh, Abdul Salam became an influential 

Sheikh in his own right. He, also, became a successful businessman 

and a figure of national prominence. President Ali Abdullah Saleh 

enlisted him to mediate disputes between the government and the 

tribes; and the tribes enlisted him to mediate disputes among 

themselves. Abdul Salam was among those chosen by President Saleh to 

help manage the deportation of jihadists who had settled in Yemen 

after defeating the Soviet Union in Afghanistan with assistance from 

the United States. 

The letters of support that we have submitted for Abdul Salam 

prove the high esteem in which he is held in official and political 

circles in Yemen. I have discussed his case, on many occasions, with 
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l eaders of Yemen's national legislature and senior government 

officials. The Deputy Leader of the Chamber , Hemiar Al-Ahmar , leads 

the committee of notables who have been fighting for Abdul Salam's 

release for many years. All speak out in favor ... strongly in favor of 

his release and are emphatic that he poses no threat to anyone. 

The Board should not conclude that Abdul Salam is a continuing 

significant threat to the United States based on activities or 

associations 15 to 20 years ago ... 25 years ago. He is nearing 50 and 

is through with government and politics. He has no ideology. He 

wants to restore his life with his wife and daughter. He was 

devastated by the death of his mother and the deaths of his two young 

sons, who were killed by a live hand grenade left in the area. Abdul 

Salam, also, wants to reestablish himself as a businessman, and he 

should have no trouble doing so. He used to conduct business 

throughout Europe; he speaks English; and he is cosmopolitan. 

Building an import-export business for products to be sold in Yemen 

is an obvious possibility. 

Wherever he is settled, Abdul Salam wants to build, not tear 

down. He will submit to rehabilitation and close supervision. Abdul 

Salam is not a continuing significant threat to the United States. I 

urge the Board to recommend his transfer. Thank you. 
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PM: Thank you. Board Members may reserve questions until 

detainee and witness statements have been presented in their 

entirety. Does anyone have a question, at this time? 

(NON-VERBAL RESPONSE FROM BMs) 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] 

PM: All right. With no questions, this concludes this portion 

of the hearing. I ask that we all remain seated until further 

instructed by the Case Administrator. 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] 

CA: We will take a 15-minute recess to prepare for the 

remaining sessions. 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] 

[The public session closed at 0927, 12 May 2016.] 

[END OF PAGE] 
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