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part of terrorist groups in places where he has never been. We are 

not here to discuss what happened long ago, but this board should be 

aware that these accusations are simply incorrect. Some of these I 

can address in the classified portion of this proceeding. 

As I mentioned, the Unclassified Summary incorrectly 

identifies Mr. Al Zamel as Fawzi's cousin. What else is wrong? The 

Unclassified Summary references assertions that he belonged to an al-

Qaida cell in London. It references these, even though it expressly 

indicates a lack of confidence in such statements. But it does not 

state the key fact contradicting this allegation; Fawzi has never 

been to London. 

The Unclassified Summary fails to state that, far from 

being detained at the heart of the action in Afghanistan, Fawzi was 

taken into custody by Pakistani guards at the border in Pakistan. In 

other words, he was already leaving Afghanistan when he was taken 

into custody. He was not staying there to fight. 

The Unclassified Summary states that Fawzi has "not 

provided valuable information about al-Qaida's operations in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan." But even if everything in the summary 

were fully accurate, which we don't accept, there is nothing to 

suggest that he would have been in a position to even possess 

valuable information. 
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In sum, the allegations against him put him in places he 

never was, create family associations that never existed, and fault 

him for failing to provide information he never had. 

Fawzi is committed to returning to Kuwait and resuming his 

life after an extensive period of treatment in the Rehabilitation 

Center. Fawzi has spent 12 years at Guantanamo. Nothing in the 

record suggests that, in 2014, he presents any security risk to the 

United States, Kuwait or anywhere else. Fawzi has affirmed he will 

cooperate with the rehabilitation program. He will not challenge his 

commitment to the Rehabilitation Center. But in addition, the 

security measures and family structure in place will assure it. 

I would leave you not with my words, but with the words of 

the Director of Counterterrorism for the Kuwait State Security 

Service, the person charged with assessing and evaluating the risk 

that any person will be a terrorist threat. 

If you look at Exhibit 10, you will see the following 

statement, "As an intelligence official, I cannot speak with a 

hundred percent certainty concerning whether a detainee will engage 

in extremist activities. Nevertheless, I have extensive experience 

in dealing with extremists and, based on my meetings with Fawzi Al 

Odah, it is my best judgment that there is no material risk that 

Fawzi Al Odah will engage in terrorist activity, but we will of 

course remain vigilant to prevent such activity in any event.u 
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In these circumstances, we submit there is no basis to 

continue to detain Fawzi Al Odah at Guantanamo. All prerequisites 

for his transfer to the Government of Kuwait are now in place. 

Accordingly, we request that Fawzi Al Odah be transferred to the 

custody of the Government of Kuwait pursuant to the rehabilitation 

program, security restrictions and conditions that are described in 

the statements we have submitted. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

PM: Thank you very much for the presentations both by the 

private counsel and the personal representatives. I'd also like to 

state at this point for the record 

PR: We cannot hear you. 

PM: Do you not have audio corns? 

PR: We can hear you now. 

PC: We do now but we didn't hear you before. 

PM: I'll restate. 

I just said that I want to express the board's thanks and 

appreciation to the private counsel and the personal representatives 

for their comprehensive opening statements. 

I also wanted to note for the record that the board has 

received and reviewed all of the videos that were provided as part of 

the testimonies and admissions by Mr. Al Odah's team. 

19 
APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RH E:.ASE UNC:...A..... 1r 



APPROVED FOR PUBUC RELEASE 
.._~ TLASSI "'E 

They've also -- the board h as also received and reviewed 

the transcripts associated with each of those video s and appreciate 

priva te counsel's selection and highlights of those during hi s 

opening comments. 

At this time, I'd like to ask board members if they have 

any questions. They can of course reserve questions until all of t he 

statements have been presented. 

But do any board members h a ve ques t ions in this 

unclassified session for either the detainee, the private counsel or 

the personal representatives? 

[No verbal r esponse from the members .] 

PM: Seeing no further questions, this concludes this portion of 

the hearing. 

Please remain seated until further instructed by the c a se 

a dministrator. 

CA: We will take a 10-minute recess to prepare for the 

remaining sessions. 

[The public s ession c losed a t 0930, 4 June 2014 .] 

[At this point, the unclass i f i ed porti on of the heari ng ended.] 

[END OF PAGE ] 
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ABBREVIATION AND ACRONYM KEY 

BM: BOARD MEMBER 

DET: DETAI NEE 

CA: CASE ADMINISTRATOR 

PC: PRIVATE COUNSEL 

PM: PRESIDING MEMBER 

PR: PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
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