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Since the possibility that he might be released has come 

up, I've spoken with Khalid a lot about the alternatives. Yes, he'd 

like to go horne to Yemen, because his family is there, but he knows 

that's not going to happen under the current security arrangements, 

and that's fine for him. 

He and I have discussed countries in South America, since 

Reprieve has devoted substantial resources -- and I know some of 

y'all have too -- trying to develop offers from different countries 

there. And while there are obviously no promises that we could ever 

make -- I could ever make to Khalid, he's already begun to teach 

himself Spanish. He feels it can't hurt. Because he said to me, in 

terms of what's spoken around the world as a second language, English 

is number one and Spanish is number two. And learning both will help 

him with his future, no matter where that future may be. 

And Khalid continues to write to me in his beautiful 

English script, and I've watched over the several months as his grasp 

of the language has steadily improved. 

You will hear later on from Bara•a Shiban, who is a 

Reprieve fellow in Yemen. And, you know, I can say this of Bara'a, 

he's a brilliant guy. Bara'a will speak at greater length, but he's 

been the main point of contact with Khalid's family. And there are 

three important points that come out from this: one is that Khalid 

has always had a reputation as being a shy and bookish kind of person 
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who really wants nothing better than to study; two, that the 

allegations that Khalid's brother Yasser was involved in the USS COLE 

incident are extremely questionable. He was held by the notorious 

Yemeni intelligence branch, was never charged despite five years of 

detention. But most important, that he has on his way become a model 

citizen since his release, building up his own business; three, 

Khalid's family have the means and the intention to help set him up 

in business, facilitate his marriage, even if he doesn't return to 

Yemen, as I think we can all agree he won't. 

You will also hear from Katie Taylor, who works with our 

Life After Guantanamo project. This is designed to help detainees 

reintegrate into society. And it's based on the premise that it is 

good for the detainee and good for America, to ensure that people get 

on with a constructive life. And we've had an extraordinary record 

in helping detainees, including those who had the most difficult time 

in Guantanamo. In this respect, regardless of where Khalid goes, we 

at Reprieve expect to have one or more staff on the ground to meet 

him for his arrival wherever he goes, and to help him with whatever 

he may need to get on with his life. And our contacts with detainees 

continue for months and years after his release, and we're still 

working with people eight years after they've been released. 

I think I know what Khalid wants and n e eds when he leaves 

here. First, he needs a brief time to decompress and basically come 
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to grips with his liberty. Then he wants and needs to continue his 

education, which lapsed when he was all too young. I know he also 

means to make up for lost time by marrying and starting a family. 

And he knows this is a weighty commitment, and he's fully aware of 

his duty to look after the family when he has it. 

And I'm not going to pretend that Reprieve is in the 

marriage business, but we will be on hand to help him with each of 

his other needs. And I look forward to working with him for the 

foreseeable future to ensure that he's able to make the most of his 

life. 

And in conclusion, let me say thank you very much for your 

time and patience, and I'll be very glad to respond to any of your 

questions now or perhaps better yet in the classified section later 

on. 

Thank you very much. 

PM: Thank you very much for that. 

We understand that Board members may reserve questions 

until detainee and witness statements have been presented in their 

entirety. Therefore, does any member of the Board have a question 

for the personal representative or private counsel in this particular 

session? 

[No verbal response from the members.] 
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PM: Okay, seeing no questions, this concludes this portion of 

the hearing. 

I request that all people remain seated until further 

instructed by the case administrator. 

CA: We will take a 15-minute recess to prepare for the 

remaining sessions. 

[The public session closed at 0945, 04 February 2015.] 

[At this point, the unclassified portion of the hearing ended.] 

[END OF PAGE] 
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