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Board perceived during the last hearing. You will hear from Faez
that he approached last year’s hearing with a great deal of
skepticism. After years of C-S-R-T’s and A-R-B’s, which didn’t bring
him any closer to home, he didn’t have confidence that he would get a
transparent and comprehensive hearing that could result in his
release. So Faez withdrew, and he tried to preserve his dignity by
using this one chance to talk to officials of the United States to
express his frustration and sense that his long and seemingly
indefinite detention was unfair. To be candid, I don’t think he was
given much hope in advance that the process would be fair or
transparent. 8o, rather than talk about the future, he used his
hearing to vent, and this may have come across as hostility.

I think when you see Faez today, you will see someone who
has learned from experience. He understands that Fawzi Al Odah, whom
he thought had false hope, actually had real hope. The defensive
cynicism you may have seen last year will be gone. Faez knows you
will listen to him; you will ingquire into his mind and into his
spirit and take a fair and honest measure of him. No one can be
happy about spending thirteen-and-a-half years here. ©No cne should
be. That’s human nature. But Faez bears no anger toward America or
Americans. Some of the people he met, especially in the early years,

didn’t treat him gently or with dignity. But many others did. You
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meet all sorts. Faez is a proud man, but he is a man who engages
with others with energy and enthusiasm and charm. He treats others
with respect; of course, he asks for respect with others. He has
learned fluent English here. He is studying business. He laughs
easily. When a man has hope, he’s a different man. Faez has hope
and I trust you will get a sense of that today.

Finally, the Board noted concern about Faez having exposure
to extremists in Kuwait, including possible exposure to family
members who may harbor extremist views. Faez hasn’t seen any of his
family for nearly 14 years. When he left, most of his siblings and
cousins were still kids. He accepts that he does not know how the
thinking of his relatives may have developed over the years. But he
is very clear that he has no wish to have contact with possible
extremists or to be involved in political issues in any way. He
wants to avoid anyone that seek to involve him in any political
issues, let alone extremism.

Faez's parents have made clear that when he comes home,
Faez alone will live with his mother and father. No other relatives
will live at home. We have submitted statements from Faez himself
and a video of members of his family, demonstrating their commitment
to care for him on his return, which has never been in doubt. The

video also demonstrates a plan for his living arrangements after he
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completes his rehabilitation, which is designed to provide him with
monitoring and supervision.

You will also have met his distinguished older first
cousins, both of whom have doctorates from leading North American
universities. They will mentor Faez to facilitate Faez's peaceful
and constructive return to Kuwaiti society.

I would ask that the Board lock carefully at the statement
of Faez himself, which is most probative of his mindset, his hopes
and his goals, and invite the Board to spend time guestioning Faez
and getting a sense of that mind and spirit. He acknowledges his
past frustration and his occasional tendency to be uncooperative,
even provocative, arising out of that sense of hopelessness. Now, he
sees a realistic path to resuming his life. He acknowledges he
requires a great deal of help, having spent more than 13 years at
Guantanamo Bay. He understands that he is now 40. This is a
critical opportunity to move forward with a productive life.

In sum, Faez is looking forward to returning to an active,
caring, yet strict and responsible government, which wants very much
to receive and assist him, to loving parents who yearn to have him at
home, and eventually a wife and family and to a fulfilling life, free
of politics. He spent thirteen-and-a-half years of his life at

Guantanamo. He wants only to turn the page and get on with his life.
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He hopes to demonstrate to you that he presents no material security
risk and that his repatriation is the safe, appropriate and eminently
correct step to take at this time. Thank you.

PM: Thank you.

We understand that Board members may reserve questions
until the detainee and witness statements have been presented in
their entirety. However, does any Board member have a question for
the personal representative or private counsel in this session?

[No verbal response from the members.]
PM: All right, seeing no questions, this concludes this portion
of the hearing.

I ask that all remain seated until further instructed by
the case administrator.

CA: We will take a 15-minute recess to prepare for the
remaining sessions.
[The public sesaion closed at 0923, 27 July 2015.]
[At this point, the unclassified portion of the hearing ended.]

[END OF PAGE]
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ABBREVIATION AND ACRONYM EKEY

BM: BOARD MEMBER

DET: DETAINEE

Ca: CASE ADMINISTRATOR

BC PRIVATE COUNSEL

BM: PRESIDING MEMBER

PR: PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

TRANS 1: TRANSLATOR ONE (LOCATED AT PRS HQ)

TRANS 2: TRANSLATOR TWO (LOCATED AT GUANTANAMO BAY)
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