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gives Mr. al-Qahtani an opportunity to join his family once again.
Another brother describes him as, among many other things,
gregarious, humorous, moderate, patient, and loved by others.
Another brother says that Mr. al-Qahtani’s leaving home was terrible
and that he hopes to help Mr. al.. al-Qahtani proceed his life, which
will be the new, better beginning of him. An additional brother
remarks fondly on how Mr. al-Qahtani taught his younger siblings
school lessons and hopes that his family can help Mr. al-Qahtani
start a family of his own soon. His sisters and father’s second wife
express acceptment for his release and note that his family plans to
help provide him a home and financial support upon his release.

Mr. al-Qahtani plans to reintegrate into society by finding a
job.. a wife, a job, and starting a family. These are not the plans
of potential recidivists, but rather the plans of a man ready to live
the rest of his life quietly.

Mr. al-Qahtani’s behavior in custody has improved. The
statements from Mr. al-Qahtani’s fellow inmates and teachers reflect
the maturing of his character. Mr. al-Qahtani has taken a number of
classes at Guantanamo, including English, life skills, and Photoshop
courses, and his instructors in those courses speak highly of his
studious nature and willingness to work with others. Similarly,

while Mr. al-Qahtani was formerly stand-offish at Guantanamo, he has
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slowly opened up to other inmates and has become social once again.
Their statements evince his development while in Guantanamo Bay and
his readiness to reintegrate into modern society.

The Board should release Mr. al-Qahtani. Mr. al-Qahtani poses
no threat to the security of the United States. He deeply regrets
his decision to leave home in 2002 and realizes that it was based on
an immature, storybook notion of the world that has no basis in
reality.

Mr. al-Qahtani’s training as an electrical engineer should not
stand in the way of his release. Mr. al-Qahtani is not a bomb-maker.
Indeed, he has never been alleged to have been a bomb-maker, only a
young man who, because of his education, was picked out to receive
training in that area. There is no reason to believe that formal
electrical engineering training Mr. al-Qahtani received twenty years
ago would provide him with relevant specialized knowledge of bomb-
making.

Regardless, Mr. al-Qahtani has absolutely no desire to be a bomb
maker. He wishes to leave a quiet life, raise a family, get a job,
and earn respect in his community.

PM: Thank you. Board Members (clears throat).. excuse me.. Board

Members may reserve questions until detainee and witness statements
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have been presented in their entirety, but at this time, does any
Board Member have a question?
(NON-VERBAL RESPONSE FROM BMs)

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE]

PM: All right. With no questions, this concludes this portion
of the hearing. I ask that we all stay seated until further
instructed by the Case Administrator.

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE]

CA: We will take a 15-minute recess to prepare for the
remaining sessions.

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE]

[The public session closed at 0923, 19 May 2016.]

[END OF PAGE]
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