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has a lways shaken my hand, and seen me as a full peer of any male 

a ttorney he also meets with. Far from being a religious extremis t, 

he discussed with us childhood games he remembered from Afghanis tan, 

and has written some moving poems , some of which we've submitted to 

the Board . In fact, one of his translators during the habeas process 

was the distinguished poet, Abdul Bari Jahani , who is now the 

Minister of Culture and Education, who is the most esteemed living 

poet in the Pashto l anguage . Mr. Jahani has written a support ing 

l etter regar ding Obaidullah, urging this Boa r d to recognize that he 

poses no threat. 

Obaidullah is and has for many years been one of the most 

compliant detainees. He has s erved as Block leader, and even before 

that, he served as a t .ranslator for others who experienced conflict 

with the gua rds or other detainee s. He has taken English classes, 

computer classes, art classes, and takes eve ry opportunity to improve 

himself and improve his life, once he is released from Guantanamo. 

Obaidullah is no longer young, and wishes nothing more than just 

to be back with his family. He proudly tells us how smart his 

daughter is, and how important her schooling is to him. Although he 

i s willing to undergo any program the U.S. wishes to require, he does 

not need rehabilitation. 
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At one time, he was charged in the military commission's 

process. The charges were later dismissed. We have submitted 

letters from a large number of his current and former militar y 

attorneys and investigators, as well as his habeas attorneys , all of 

whom express the same conclusion, that he is not a da nge r to the 

United States or its interests. We also stand ready to assist him in 

his reintegration into life outside the prison, whether financially 

or emotionally. So convinced are we that he will be able to adjust 

and lead a lawful, humble life on the outside. 

In conclusion, I urge this Board to find that Obaidullah is not 

a threat to the United States, and I trust that any lingering doubt s 

the Board may have will be assuage d by meeting him yourselves. Thank 

you. Very truly yours. 

PM: Thank you. Board Members may reserve questions until the 

detainee and witness statements have been pre ... presented in their 

entirety. Does the ... any Member of the Board have a question for the 

Personal Representatives or Private Counsel, in this session? 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] 

(NO VERBAL RESPONSE FROM BMs ) 

PM: All right, with no ... no questions, this concludes this 

portion of the hearing. I'll ask that all remain seated until 

further instructed by our Case Administrator. 
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CA: All right. We' 11 take a ... 

PM: ... I 'm sorry. 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] 

CA: We'll take a 15-minute recess to prepare for the remaining 

sessions. 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] 

[The public session closed at 0925, 19 April 2016.] 

[END OF PAGE] 
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ABBREVIATION AND ACRONYM KEY 

BM: BOARD MEMBER 

CA: CASE ADMINISTRATOR 

DET: DETAINEE 

PC: PRIVATE COUNSEL 

PM: PRESIDING MEMBER 

PR 1: PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ONE 

PR 2: PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE TWO 

TRANS 1: TRANSLATOR ONE (LOCATED AT PRS HQ} 

TRANS 2: TRANSLATOR TWO (LOCATED AT GUANTANAMO BAY) 
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