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demonstrated that they will do whatever they can to support him. 

They have furnished an apartment for him in Sana'a. And while they 

recognize that Bashir cannot return to Yemen at this time, they can 

rent or they can sell the apartment to support him in another 

country. His family has also purchased wedding jewelry for his 

future wife and if this jewelry can't be used, it can be sold and the 

proceeds can be sent to Bashir. 

Bashir's father and siblings are employed, and have remained so 

during a very difficult period in Yemen. Bashir's father, one 

sister, as well as his two brothers, are all employed at the 

Another sister recently began working at a lllllllllllm 
The family has property in Sana'a and in the 

village of 

Bashir's family also actively assisted with the preparation of 

this submission, working with the Red Cross to obtain a petition for 

his release, which has been signed by nearly 100 individuals 

attesting to Bashir's good character. Bashir's older sister, is a 

busy working mother of four, obtained the character affidavits and 

Bashir's school and employment records during a period when Sana'a 

has been wracked by fighting, and faces severe restrictions on its 

infrastructure and communications network. In short, Bashir's loving 
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family can, and has demonstrated that they will, support him 

financially and emotionally following his transfer. 

Bashir's former attorneys have also pledged their support. I 

too am prepared to assist Bashir through phone conversations, visits 

if possible, financial assistance, and serving as a point of contact 

for authorities in his country of transfer if needed. I have 

experience with this through my support of a former detainee client 

who was transferred to Europe. We are in regular contact, and I plan 

to visit him later this year. I am also assisting him in completing 

college courses that I enrolled him in while he was in Guantanamo. 

Bashir's current and former law firms, Covington & Burling and 

Allen & Overy, are also prepared to explore whether they have any 

useful contacts in Bashir's proposed or actual country of transfer 

that could assist with Bashir's into trans_ transition to life post-

Guantanamo. The human rights organization, Reprieve, has offered to 

share contacts, best practices, and other resources for supporting a 

client after transfer. 

Fourth, Bashir has the personal qualities necessary to lead a 

successful and peaceful life. I know him to be a kind, 

compassionate, and sincere person. Throughout his decade long 

relationship with his American attorneys, he has been unfailingly 

gracious, thankful for our work, and curious about the way we live. 

12 

Approved for Public Release 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 
Approved for Public Release 

He sends a thank you notes after we visit and letters of 

c ongratulations when we get married or have children. Bashir has 

never expressed bitterness, anti-American sentiment, or extremist 

views to us. 

Bashir's lawyers are far from the only people who feel this way. 

Bashir's written submission includes letters and videos of support 

from family, friends, and colleagues, as well as fellow detainees. 

Bashir's good nature extends to the Guantanamo guard force. His 

Unclassified Summary confirms that his behavior has been highly 

compliant. 

Fifteen years ago, a young man made a decision that he regrets. 

In the intervening years, that man has matured, reflected on his 

regret, and worked tirelessly to channel that regret into self-

improvement. A strong support network stands behind him, ready to 

help. He sits before you, ready to answer your questions and to tell 

you about the new life that he longs to begin. I am confident that 

Bashir will not let anything distract him from accomplishing his 

goals. 

Members of the Board, thank you for your time and consideration. 

I respectfully submit that you should recommend Bashir al-Marwalah · 

for transfer. 
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PM: Thank you. Board Members may reserve questions until the 

detainee and witness statements have been presented in their 

entirety. Does any Board Member have a question for the Personal 

Representatives or Private Counsel in this unclassified session? 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] 

(NO VERBAL RESPONSE FROM BMs) 

PM: All right. With no questions, this concludes this portion 

of the hearing. I ask that we all remain seated until further 

instructed by the case administrator. 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] 

CA: We will take a 15-minute recess to prepare for the 

remaining session. 

TRANS 1: [TRANSLATION OF ABOVE] 

[The public session closed at 0932, 28 April 2016.] 

[END OF PAGE] 
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ABBREVIATION AND ACRONYM KEY 

BOARD MEMBER 

CASE ADMINISTRATOR 

DETAINEE 

PRIVATE COUNSEL 

PRESIDING MEMBER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ONE 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE TWO 

TRANS 1: TRANSLATOR ONE (LOCATED AT PRS HQ) 

TRANS 2: TRANSLATOR TWO (LOCATED AT GUANTANAMO BAY) 
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